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CHAPTER I 
BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION 
The concept of stewardship, as Scripture presents it, 
is a manner of e xplaining the Christian life--a life of 
service utilizing those abilities and means which God has 
given to His child. Understandably, Holy Writ offers many 
aapects of the picture of stewardship. Three general prin-
ciples can safely be recognized as established by the Lord 
through His inspired writers. Of first significance is the 
reality of divine ownership of all. 1 This is all inclu-
sive--the universe, nature, and even the human body and 
soul. Secondly , as Luther taught in his explanation of the 
First Article, everything that is man's possession is a 
gracious gift of the Almighty. 2 This follows naturally 
after the initial principle and in like manner is all in-
clusive. Finally, on the basis of these facts the duties 
of stewardship demand that these gifts be used in full obe-
dience to His w1ll.3 
In order that the Christian may lalow what is the will 
1cr. Ps.24:1; l Cor.6:19; 1 Chron.29:14; Rom.14:7,8. 
2cr. Eccl.5:19; l Cor.4:7. 
3cr. Luke 16:2; 1 Cor.4:2; Matt.24:45,46; Luke 12:48; 
l Peter 4:11. 
2 
of God 1n performing the obligations of the steward, we must 
search God's Book for information. Scripture is quite gen-
erous with such explanatory instruction. In the Old Testa-
ment we hear of the command to give the first born to the 
Lord (Ex.13:2). From this sprang the regulations of the 
tithe (Lev.27:30) and the offerings (Ex.25:2). The Old 
Testament children of God seemed to comprehend this stew-
ardship life, for the examples of their stewardship are 
many.4 
I Jesus, during His ministry on earth, taught on the 
basis of this Old Testament background, but reorientated 
the Christian with New Testament guidelines for steward-
ship--His command to give to the poor (Matt.5:42); His ex-
hortation to cease from worrying about material things 
(Matt.6:19-21,24-34); His advice to the Rich Young Ruler 
(Luke 18:18-30); His teaching 1n Luke 16. This is not to 
forget Christ's parables, especially those of the Rich Fool 
(Luke 12:16-34) and the parable of the talents (Matt.25: 
14 ff.). The Apostles continued our Savior's teaching, as 
we find mention of these principles among their writings.5 
4cr. Ex.35:22; 36:5; Num.7:3; l Chron.29:3,4; 2 Chron. 
24:10; Ezra 1:6. 
5cr. 1 Cor.4:2; 16:2; 1 Peter 4:10,11; James 1:17; 1 
John 3:17. 
3 
Of prime importance in a study of the principles of 
Christian stewa r dship is the portion of Scripture found 
in the eighth and ninth chapters of Second Corinthians. 
Without a doubt t here are gathered here some of the most 
pertinent passages 1n the Bible on this subJect. Signifi-
cant is first or all the amount of material that is in this 
one pla ce. The Apostle delivered what we might call en 
extensive treatise to the Corinthians., aimed at the goa.l 
of aiding the growth of their stewardship. Secondly , in 
these two chapters are included the chief principles in 
a major pha se of stewardship--Christian giving. This 
Second Corinthian passage offers, either explicitly or by 
inference, all the foundations f or giving as a part of the 
Christian lif e. Thirdly , the practical applications of 
these principles are emphasized, for here is an actual sit-
uation. The Apostle lo concerned with a Christian congre-
gation that needed help in its stewardship life. To be of 
assistance, Paul not only explained the reason for giving 
as a Christian, but also suggested ways to accomplish it, 
and set up a program to aid in the actualization of giving. 
Because or this the eighth and ninth chapters of Second 
Corinthians stand out in any discussion of stewardship, but 
especially in a study of Christian giving. 
To aid in the examination of these chapters it would 
be helpful to visualize an outline or Paul's exhortation 
4 
on Christian giving. A simple division of thought is of-
ferao by both Plummer6 and Bernard7 1n their commentaries. 






9: 6 - 1 1 
9:12-15 
~xa mple of liberality set by the Macedonians. 
!!.Xample of Christ and proportion in g1v1.ng. 
Mis sion entrusted to Titus and two others. 
Have everything ready. 
Libe ral g iving is blessed of God. 
Liberal g .1v1ng will call forth the blessings 
of the recipients. 
Anot~e r intere sting outline, which may be of help in 
crystallizing and accenting the main ideas of the chapters, 
is that offered by Morgan8 in his commentary: 
I. The example of the Macedonians. 8:1-5. 
1. The manner. 
a. Source. Grace of God. 
b. Spirit. Joy and liberality. 
2. Method. 
a. Self first. 
b. Substance thereafter. 
II. The Deputetion. 
l. The privilege of the Church, af~er the pattern 
of Christ. 8:6-12 
2. The method of Christian equality. 8:13-15. 
3. The business slde of things. 8:16-24. 
4. The appeal and confidence of love. 9:1-5. 
6Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 
on the Second Egistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (New 
York: Cfuirles ScribnerTsSons, 1915)71>. 229. 
7J. H. Bernard, "The Second Epistle to the Corinthi-
ans," The Extosi tor• s Greek Testament, edited by W. Robert-
son Nicoll ( ondon: Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 1900), 
III, 84-93. 
Bo. Campbell Morgan, The Corinthian Letters of Paul 






results to follow. 
The enrichment of liberality. g:6-11. 
The church at Jerusalem. 9:12-14. 
Thanksgiving for the One Gift. 9:15. 
As the theme indicates and the preceding introductory 
material inf erred , this thesis is concerned with principles. 
Its purpose is to ascertain from Paul's dissertation what 
are the true guidelines for Christian giving. Drawing only 
from this source of stewardship teaching--the Apostle's 
exhortation in Second Corinthians--the basis for giving of 
our means to the Lord shall be established. This will en-
tail a dis cussion of the "why," the reason that a Christian 
contributes , and the power that makes a Christian a cheer-
ful giver. Thus the first principles will be set forth 
under the caption, "The Motives for Christian Giving." In-
cluded in this chapter will be a discussion of what the 
Apostle sets forth as the inner driving force that makes it 
possible and compels Christians to "abound unto the riches 
of their liberality ." 
Furthermore , these two chapters offer such significant 
details of Christian giving that it is necessary to delve 
into the "what" of this aspect of stewardship. The study 
of the traits and the quality of that giving composes the 
section entitled, "The Characteristics of Christian Giving." 
This will constitute and examination of the Apostle's de-
scription of this service to the Lord. It will involve 
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attitudes, a ptitude, purpose, and complementary effects. 
The "how" should not be neglected, for Paul puts quite 
a stress on performing that which was desired. The sug-
gestions for a pplying the afore-mentioned principles are 
considered from two aspects and under two chapter headings. 
First there is the presentation of "The Planning for Chris-
tian Giving ." This constitutes chiefly the administration 
of a s tewardship program in a congregation , as was estab-
lished in the Corinthian church. The second angle of this 
application is closely related and is discussed in the 
chapter entitled, "Education f'or Christian Giving." The 
different ways Paul tried to instruct his flock are exam-
ined and made relevant to modern methods of education in a 
stewardship program. 
Finally , the end result need come into consideration, 
for it 1s necessary to discover what Paul declares will 
come about if his churches "prove the sincerety of their 
love." This chapter is captioned, "The Results of Christian 
Giving." The blessings, both spiritual and temporal, which 
are the consequence of Christian zeal and forwardness 1n 
giving, are described by the Apostle chiefly in Old Testa-
ment quotations. This section of the thesis will present 
what is declared concerning those blessings and the con-
notations they leave for modern Christian liberality. 
7 
Before proceeding into the body or the work, it would 
be appropria te to explain an emphasis which will be found 
throughout. In many instances, even 1n the consideration 
of basic principles, there will follow subjective impres-
sions of the implications the teachings of Paul have for 
the modern day child of God and for the stewardship pro-
gram of today . This emphasis is due partly to the Apos-
tle's practical presentation, and partly to the writer's 
concern for making exegetical studies as this useful in 
the parish minis try. As the Theologian did in the first 
century of Christianity, so should his followers. 
CHAPTER II 
THE COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTS 
The circumstance which occasioned Paul's writing the 
Corinthians concerning liberality in giving was the collec-
tion for the saints a t Jerusalem. The Apostle had initia-
ted this service because the Christian congregation at Je-
rusalem wa s suffering from want. Although in his letter he 
only mentions the fact of their suffering and does not de-
scribe it, the re are some inferences that can be drawn on 
the basis of secular writings and parallel Bible passages. 
Especia lly for the lower classes poverty in Jerusalem 
was a normal thing. This is clearly evident from the Gos-
pels , for the examples of people that Jesus encountered and 
the poverty they revealed are found throughout. It is sug-
gested that the characteristics of the city bred chaotic 
conditions, because it had no natural or commercial wealth. 
Jerusalem lived mainly on the religious attractiens of the 
temple and the feasts . The money which the travellers 
spent while visiting the holy places was the chief source 
of wealth for the inhabitants.l Beside the indications 
lo. O. Findlay, "St. Paul's First Epistle to the Cor-
inthians," The Exfosi tor's Greek Testament, ed1 ted by W. 
Robertson NicollLondon:- Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., 1908), 
II, 944-945. 
9 
that Jerusalem naturally produced a poverty-stricken class, 
Judea also suffered periodically from famine. Josephus2 
mentions numerous such famines including the one prophe-
sied by Agabus (Acts 11:28) which occasioned an earlier 
collection for the saints. 
No doubt the Christian community at Jerusalem suffered 
as did their fellow-citizens. However, it is more prob-
able that their want came as a result of their confession 
or faith. It is very possible that they suffered perse-
cution similar to the one that the fanatic Saul led. That 
persecution was recent 1s intimated in 1 Thess.2:14. It 
could have been that as part of the intense bigotry of the 
Jews, these Christians found it difficult to engage in ad-
equate employment.3 
Other explanations could be plausible. One conceiv-
able explanation for this want of the Jerusalem church 
could have been the self-impoverishment caused by the com-
2Four famines are mentioned in Josephus: l) the Samar-
ian famine in the time of Aristobulus, Antiquities Bk.XIII 
Ch.X , 2; 2) in the thirteenth year of Herod (24 B.C.), !!!-
t1guities Bk.XV Ch.IX,l; 3) in the time of Claudius, which 
may be identified with that in Acts, Anti~uities Bk.III Ch. 
XV,3; 4) during the siege of Jerusalem ( 9 B.C.), Wars Bk. 
V Ch.X. Complete Works of Josephus (New Yorki Bigelow, 
Brown & Co., Inc., n.d.), I, 2l7; II, 344, 542-543; rv, 246. 
3Findlay, .2£· £!!., II, 945. 
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munity of goods that they willingly proposed soon after 
Pentecost (Acts 4:32-37). One commentator even suggests 
the possibility that a portion of their lack was caused by 
their contributions for mission work amons the dispersed 
brethren. 4 Whatever the cause might have been, it was 
quite evident that the mother church at Jerusalem was 1n 
need of help . 
Thus it was that Paul began his plans for a collection 
among his mission congregations. Information concerning 
this project can be garnered from four references: 1 Cor. 
16:1-3; Rom.15 :26,27; Acts 24:17; and 2 Cor. 8,9. The 
first we hear of it is 1n the First Corinthian passage. 
It is plain from thiB section as well as from 2 Cor.8:10 
and 9:2 that the project had been organized some time be-
fore the first letter to the Corinthians was written--pos-
sibly in the so-called Lost Letter. At any rate, by the 
time that Paul was in Ephesus writing this letter, the pro-
gram for helping the Jerusalem saints was moving along. 
Most of the mission churches which Paul established on 
his Journeys participated. In 1 Cor.16:1 Galatia is men-
4o. F. Kling, "The First Epistle of Paul to the Cor-
inthians," A Commentary on the Holy Scr1~tures, edited by 
J.P. Lange-(New York: Charles Scribners Sons, 1915), VI, 
355. 
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t1oned as taking part. The Galatians probably received 
their directive during Paul's residence among them. Acts 
20:4 decla r e s tha t a representative of Derbe accompanied 
Paul in the deputation which conveyed the Gentile offering 
to the Mother church. In Macedonia, according to 2 Cor.8: 
1-5, the plan had been warmly received and the Acta passage 
lis t s men f rom Ber ea and Thessalonica on the committee. 
This same pa ssage includes Asians, so probably Ephesus and 
the surrounding congregations also contributed to the 
cause. Na turally the Corinthians, which are our concern, 
had a ma jor role a long with other churches in Acha1a (2 
Cor,9: 2). 
Ha ving set the wheels of the program moving, Paul did 
not intend that this drive be drawn out over a long period 
of time . He was desirous to take this offering to Jerusa-
lem immediately after leaving Corinth, as ls intimated in 
Rom.15 : 25-32 . No doubt the immediate need of the Jerusalem 
saints prompted the short campaign, as well as concern for 
the stewardship life of his y~ung congregations. Leaving 
Corinth he Journeyed to Jerusalem with the representative 
deputation spoken of in Acts 20:4 and delivered the results 
of his people's liberality. 
It goes without saying that one objective of this col-
lection was satisfying the wants of the saints. In 1nitia-
12 
ting this undertaking Paul was fulfilling one or the stip-
ulations that the Twelve made when they sent him among the 
Gentiles, that he should remember the poor (Oal.2:10). 
But there was in the mind of Paul an even greater aim than 
this. First of all, it was his desire to create in the 
hearts of the newly-won Christians a greater love for peo-
ple, especially those of the household of faith. Secondly, 
and closely related to the first, he wished to use this as 
a means of fostering closer unity between the Jewish church 
at Jerusalem and the Gentile churches which had sprung up 
as a result of his preaching. Paul figured that as the 
Gentiles shared the spiritual possessions of the Jews, the 
Jews should share the worldly possessions of the Gentiles, 
thus binding them together (Rom.15:27). This need for a 
closer unity was especially pressing in Jerusalem's rela-
tion to the church in Corinth. It was here that judaising 
teachers claiming to have come from Jerusalem had misled 
the people and denied the authority of Paul. If Paul could 
bring a large sum from Corinth, it would prove to Jerusalem 
that his authority in Corinth was a good influence.5 How-
ever, his primary intention was to strengthen their unity 
5Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 
on the Second Epistle of st. Paul~ the Corinthians (New 
York':"" Charles Scrlbner'Ts-Sons, 19I;'):-i). 230. 
13 
of love (2 Cor.8:4). 
With this purpose in mind, Paul doubtlessly preached 
or Christian g iving in all his visits. In the case of the 
Corinthian church we have a record of his measures to ex-
hort the Christiana to nobler giving. After the plan for 
the collection was inaugerated, the Apostle found he had to 
urge them to continue their efforts. He spurred them for-
ward in his first epistle reminding them of their duty and 
suggesting a manner of gathering the funds, as he had also 
instructed the Ga latian churches (1 Cor. 16:1-3). 
Paul's second step was the sending of Titus. Titus, . 
it seems, during the time that he was at Corinth to help 
iron out their congregational troubles, had also helped in 
establishing the program for this collection (2 Cor.8:6).6 
At the time that Paul is writing this second letter, Titus 
is with the Apostle in Macedonia' and is being commissioned 
6aoudge thinks that the 'beginning' which Paul de-
s cribes Ti tus as m~l(i n£ here wa s in Macedonia a n c not in 
Corinth. Titus was the treasurer in Macedonia, is his oon-
Jecture , and the Corinthian contr ibution would be the final 
one. H. L. Goudge,~ Second Epistle to the Corinthians 
(London: Me t huen & Co., Ltd . ! 1928), p. 8~ 
'The verbs in 2 Cor.8:17 2re epistolary aor 1s t s which 
must be rendered as presents in English. This makes it 
possible to interpret Titus a s being with Paul in Ma cedonia 
as he 1s writing this letter. Plummer,.££·.£!!• , p. 247. 
14 
again to Corinth so that he might aid them 1n ~urther1ng 
that program. With Titus are sent two brethren (2 Cor.8: 
18,19,22) who are highly recommended--one being chosen of 
the churches--to support Titus 1n this work. Although 
these brethren are unnamed, many are the attempts to iden-
8 t!fy them. As a secondary measure to the sending of Ti-
tus, Paul arms the young pastor with Apostolic advice and 
authority as it is found 1n the second ep1stle.9 This will 
be the subject of our study. Paul employed these efforts 
so that the Corinthians would be prepared when he arrived 
with the delegation (2 Cor.9:4). 
Before leaving the discussion of the collection and 
entering into an examination of the pr1nciplee of Paul's 
exhortation, it might be interesting to coneider the re-
sults of the campaign. How was it received? Did it ac-
complish the purposes for which Paul desired it? We have 
no absolute word. Some have answered one way, some the 
other. Fa rrarlO feels that the elders of the Jerusalem 
church were unresponsive to Paul and the gift, since there 
8see Appendix A for conjectures on the identities of 
the unnamed bre thren in?. Cor.8. 
9see Appendix B for c study of Paul's use of words for 
the collection. 
lOp. w. Farrar, The Life and Work of St. Paul (New 
York~ E. P. Dutton &--C0,~801, p. ?2Y:- -
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1s no re c orded word of thanks. The ensuing attitude of the 
elders t oward Pa ul as recorded in Acts 21 seem to accent 
the Apost l e ' s ~a l l ure i n br1ne 1ng about unity , Parrar sur-
mis e s . On t h e other hand, Conybeare and Howsonll think 
t he dele ; ation was received gladly by the church and that 
unity we s b rought a bout as the elders received the travel-
lers with the s ymbol of brotherhood--the kiss of peace. 
The actual re s ults concerning the relationship between the 
Jerusa l e m church and the Gentile churches is all a matter 
of con j e c ture . The latter view appears the most likely . 
Although we cannot ascertain the benefits derived con-
cerning the unity of the Church~ there are other indica-
tions of s uccess . Clement of Rome12 in his letter to the 
Corinthia n s drops a remark which seems to imply that the 
Principles of giving that Paul taught them had remained 
With t hem for s ome time. Thus in a measure it can be said 
that the collection was successful. 
llw . J Con'"beare a nd J. S. Howson, The L1f'e and ~g§}-
t l es of S t . Pa ul ( New Yorl~ : Cha rles Scribner & Co-.-, -1 , 
rr,-237-238 . 
~I. ' 12c1~ment, living ca. 95 A.D., praia~, them a! ~'J',!'~ 
Oll'T~.S .., ,>-faf}..!vo~T'£S , and l a ter a S £TO~Ol fitf 7TTX.v 
(p(ov ~llj,.9ov . J. B. L1g htt'oot, The Apostolic Fa the rs, ed-
1 t ed by J. R . Harme r (Lon~on = M~cm!Ilan & Co. , L td., 1926), 
p. 6 . 
, CHAPTER III 
THE MOTI VE FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING 
In orne r that this collection among the Corinthians 
migh t be a s uccess both in quan~1ty as well as in quality, 
the Apost l e de emed i t neces sary under the guiding hand of 
God to direct the Corin'chians to the source of' true Chris-
tian g iving. Vei•y clearly Paul unveiled the mot1 ve f or 
giving . Th e powe~ to perform this work in every sense cen-
ters in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle 
finds the motive f or all Christian life--not excluding 
giv1ng --1n his Savior. And because Paul finds his basis 
for stewardship in Christ, it 1s not strange to find him 
quickl y switching f rom contemplation of the redemption to 
sanctif i cation. Our topic is a case 1n point , f or in 1 Cor. 
16 we discover Paul telling his Corinthian brethren to lay 
by them i n stor e a contribution. 'l'his 1s immediately pre-
ceded by h is d i scussion of the resurrection. For Paul 
ther e is evidently no conflict in the two i ~eas. 
Glanc i ng quickly over the two chapters, 1t 1s note-
worthy that the word "grace 11 is used frequently . It i s 
also of great i mportance to note th.st each use of this word 
either• ref'ere; to God or denotes eome-ching 1n relation to 
God. Consequently _. in the discussion or grace as a motive 
17 
for giving., it will be necessary to remember that "grace.," 
as it is used here, has d ivine chnracter1st1cs. 1 At first 
glimpse one m_e;ht r,a y thiG ~ra c e 1 6 not a lways used in re-
lation to God ) a s for instance in 8:'L Admittedly, there 
a r e sho de 3 of mean ing , but the basic thought or the ''grace 
of God :, infl uences ea ch u s a ge . 
The first study, t h e n) should be of this primar~· mean-
i ng of grace, ·which coul d be defined a ~ follows: God' s gra-
cious d isposit i on which f or Christ ' s sake He cherishe s in 
Hi mself towa r c sln:ful rJa.nkin d a nd by whlch He tn His heart 
f org 1 vD ~; men 1;hcir sins . Thi s g r ac ious d ispos ition of God 
! s declare d unto men in the Gospel with the :l.ntent tha t 
they s hould be l ieve it.2 As is mentioned 1n 8 :1, it is al-
ways bestowed , never of human origin. Thayer•a3 def'inition 
g1 ves a f i ne e mpha sis to this when he says '~,!'f'J 
mercif ul ktndnes s by which God exe r ting His holy inrluence 
upon souls , t urns them to Chri st) keepA, strengthens, in-
crease::; t hem :tn Chr istia n f aith . 11 Gra ce is comp letely the-
occntric . It ts God ' s love towar d man. 
The ~p oGt l e gave the Corinthians his mea ning of g race 
1Fo!" s t ud" of )(fl-{'•5 see Appenrt ix B. 
2·"'ran c is ?1e ;>er., Chr:tst ian DoP)l'Tlat1c ~ (c:.; t . L•)uis : Con-
cordia Publishing House., 1951), II, 7. 
3J. H. '!'hayer) A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Tes-
tament (New York: America n Book Co. , 1889) ,~.--'6'6'~ ~ 
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in the nint h verse of the eighth chapter when be begins: 
"F or ~; e know the g race of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . • " 
For God'u definition of grace, Paul points the Christian 
to a pere on a nd to a n event that took place in history. 
The pers on i s Goa Himself in the form of the Man Jesus. 
The ac t .i.1 n 'n_1 s~or~ 1 H1 1 1 th for the eal - __ s . s m se on on ear va-
tion of souls. 
Grace g ives us this picture of Jesus Chr1.st. He 1s 
ca lled "Lord, 11 and rightly He should be, for He is Ood Him-
self, the Master of the universe. He is called "rich" be-
cause in Him i s all the fullnese of the Godhead (Col.2:9). 
He has full oossession of all glory , honor, and power. And 
all this majesty ie His which He had with the Father before 
the world began. Human wor,is fail adequately to portray 
this richness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
However, the verse goes on to relate that our Lord set 
theee mighty end glorious powers eside and became "poor."4 
Or as Ph!l.2:8 says, "humbled Himself." It was thus that 
our Lord malrns His appearance in history, as the Man Christ 
Jeaue. In Christ we find God become poor, who or His own 
free will descended , to place H1mselr under the Law. But 
this humility of our Lor~ old not solely conoist in being a 
4see Appendix C for studJr of the word 
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man, but the idea intrins ically contains what Phil.2:8 re-
veals, that He became "obedient unto death., even the death 
of the cross ." Here is the fullness of the thought of 
being "poor," the sacrifice of the Innocent Lord for the 
rebellious servant. Paul points the Corinthians to this 
for the i r conception of gra ce--the suffering Servant and 
His sacrifice on Ca lvary . 
However , our initial definition spoke of grace as not 
just an objective thing which makes a nice story, but it 
1s for human beings, as 8:9 g oes on to explain. The Lord 
Jesus Christ became poor "for your sakes ... that ye . • . 
might be rich." This is grace to the Christian., that our 
Lord offers him the benefits of His poverty, enriches His 
child with the forgiveness of his sins. The gracious gift 
of God turns rebellious servants into pardoned sons of God 
and heirs of eternal life. The Apostle finds grace always 
1n Christ and His sacrifice, His poverty on behalf of man-
kind. This grace was bestowed on the Macedonians (8:1)., 
the Corinthians., and all who will accept that forgiveness 
by faith. 
It is most certain that this grace of Ood in Jesus 
Christ is of utmost importance in a discussion of Chris-
tian giving. Paul meant it so to be for the Corinthians. 
He always had this picture of his Lord in the back or His 
mind in whatever he did or said. When he was searching for 
20 
an example of Christian living, always the love of his Sa-
vior f or mankind came to mind, as in 8:9 . Christ was an 
example for living, but more important, He was for Paul 
his Redeemer , and thus his power for living. This he de-
sired to communicate to his people, as God does to us by 
Paul's words. Yes , even in the midst of speaking about a 
budget St. Paul's exclamation ought not startle us: "Thanks 
be unto God for His unspeakable Gift" in Jesus Christ. 5 
That Chri s t enriches us in forgiveness through His 
poverty is the basic idea of the grace of God. But it is 
evident that many uses of grace in these two chapters do 
not harmonize strictly with the foregoing thought. Con-
sequently , there is distinguishable in "grace" a secondary 
shade of meaning , one which reflects the gift of God in 
Christ . Thayer6 considers this second aspect as action or 
attitude which is due to grace--a token or proof of grace. 
This collection may then be called a "grace," because the 
desire to give liberally is due to the working of Christ's 
forgiveness, empowering the Christian to give as a child of 
God. Plummer7 explains it thus--God's grace has been and 
5see Appendix D for the interpretation of 9:15 . 
°rhayer, .2£· .ill·, p. 666. 
7Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 
on the Second Epistle of St. Paul~ the Corinthians (Rew 
York: Charles ScribnerTssons, 1915)71>. 233. 
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still is operating there producing in the converts a mar-
vellous degree of Christia n generosity. Thie can be called 
the gra ce of giving, the giving of gifts by Christians out 
or love, acknowledging that it is the grace of Christ that 
Produces in them the power to do them. This grace is the 
outward proof that the divine grace of forgiveness and life 
12 within us. As Kling8 in the Lc'lnge Commentary says: "Ev-
e r y enlargement of 'Che heart amone; the people of a place 
may properly be characterized as a putting forth of divine 
grace. 11 
The Macedonians, of whom Paul wrote, seemed to have 
1n a large measure this grace of giving which flows from 
the grace of forgiveness. Such action as he proceeds to 
describe is supernatural--it 1a beyond the range of unre-
generate humanity.9 The Apostle tells us that they were in 
( \ /9 / deep poverty. The phrase ") ,<.,,,.T.,,. (Jr- ou.s nTwy._~,ot.. gives the 
connotation of down to the depths.lo Yet Paul tells the 
Corinthians that their Joy at being saved by Christ, their 
Be. F. Kling, "The Second Epistle of Paul to the Cor-
inthians," A Commentary on the Holy Sor1~ture, edited by 
J.P. Lange-(New York: Charles Scribners Sons, 1915), 
VI, 137-138. 
9tt. L. Goudge,~ Second Epistle 12 ~ Corinthians 
(London: Methuen & Co., Ltd., 1926), p. 80. 
lOA. T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testa-
ment in the Light of Historical Research (Th1rded1t1on; 
New York=--Oeorge H. Doran Co., l919), p. 607. 
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joy of fellowship with Christ, and the assurance of their 
srtlvation just overflowed and opened their hearta to give 
libera lly for the relie:' of theil." brethren. This, the 
Apo,3tle emphasizes, was done fr0ely, not by over-persuasion 
or necessity, but of their O\'Jn acccrd. A clear example is 
Presented here o~ the grace or 51v1n~, where the will or 
man, renewed b~ .faith in Chrlst, does freel~,r the will of 
God. 
In speaking of stewardship of money, Trimble11 writes 
that 'cimes change, conditions change, and methods of col-
l ect1ng money may ciffer, but the spirit of Christian giv-
i ng must be the same through all ages. The Christian life 
ls c ommitted to partnership with God through Jeeus Christ. 
Verse fi ve of' the eighth chapter points this up when Paul 
declares th..-it the Macedonians "first gave their own selve:3 
'co the Lord . 11 He vrns explaining to the Corinthians, by the 
example of others, that this grace of giving meant at the 
outset to dedicate oneself wholly to the Lord. Money us a 
form of power is so intimately related to the possessor 
that one cannot consistently give money without givL"lg 
self, nor can one give self without giving money.12 The 
llH. B. Trimble, The Christian Motive and Method 1n 
Stewardship (Nashville-;-1'°enn.: Cokesbury Press, 1929)-;-
P. 160. 
12Ibid • , p. 15:; . 
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negative of this principle is demonstrable in the world of 
business, where many are driven by the lust for money, so 
that it possesses them completely. Can it not be said, 
then , that in whatever manner the Christian gives himself 
to the Lord , he will also give his substance to the Lord? 
This g iving of oneself to the Lord infers the acknow-
ledgment of God's ownership of all. For a Christian there 
is no absolute right in property, he is a steward, a trus-
tee (Matt.25:14). It is his Master's money he has. When 
Christ saw men insecure and impoverished, He bade them seek 
first the Kingdom of God (Matt.6:24-33). When it is real-
ized that God's hand is in everything, that He owns all--
His gift of life to the child of God--then the people of 
Goa give themselves to the Lord. This means a renunciation 
of all personal interests and a complete self-dedication. 
What renunciation of self is, is illustrated graphically by 
a poor Chinese girl, many years ago, who brought eighty-
five cents to the missionary for the Lord's cause. The 
missionary learned later that the little girl had sold her-
se lf into perpetual slavery for the eighty-five cents she 
gave to spread the Gospe1.13 She first gave her own self 
to the Lord. 
13charles Pflueger, Sowing and Reaping (Columbus, O.: 
Lutheran Book Concern, 1921), p.-ipf. 
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Giving one s e lf to the Lord (8 :5) is closely related to 
giving onese lf to the ministry and thus to the Church. The 
Jl.pos t l e say :3 both in one breath of the Macedonians: "first 
ga ve their own se lve s to the Lord and unto us, by the will 
of God ." Th e re is not 1ntent1.on of a "first to the Lord, 
~ to us, 11 but rather the sequence denotes a close con-
ne ction. Giv tn~ to PAu l , as the minister of Christ and 
se rvent of the Church , was tho practical manifestation of 
giving to the Lord. As Calvin suggests: 
I t i s quit e a common thing., that when God charges or 
commands through means of anyone, He associates the 
p e r s on whom He employs as His minister, both in au-
thority to enjoin14and in obedience that is rendered (Cf. ~cts 15:28). 
Therefore , when the pc-. s tor a nd the Church a sks for money of 
its peop l e ) it is asking for a demonstration of Christian 
de dic~ tion , as Pa ul describes. The minister need not 
apolog ize for requesting money. 
The Macedonians provide a mar·velouo example of dedi-
ca tion to the Apostle and to the Church. This could have 
bee n ma nife s t 1n the form of money , but beca use or thel~ 
povertyj poseibl) it mean s a gene ~a l disposition to do all 
that was i n their power. This meant personal service in 
14John C~lvin, Commentary on the Epistle or Paul the 
Apostle to the Corinthians, trani'.-Y:- Pringle '{lfrand Rapids, 
Mich.: w-:-B~e!'drnan Publiohing Co., 191~8), II, 287-288. 
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spreading th~ Gospel for such men as Sopater or Berea, Ar-
idtarchu~ and Se c1ndus of Thessalonlca (Acts ~v:4), ~papn-
rocl1tus of' Philippi (Phil. 2 : 2.)-30). The Hacedon1ans 1 beg-
g ing to participate i n the work ( 8: li) was doubtle sfily a 
deep concern fo ... the Ciluroh. Chrir.tians were 1n need, and 
these f.lacedo.1ians deslr>e:d to hel:p fellow saii1ts 1n t he Body 
o<> Chl""" - t J. --LO I f or they had so d~dicated themselve~ to the Lord 
and to Ris Church. 
Tne A~ostle provides f or the Corinthians another pic-
ture of this g race of' 6 iving by the use of Jo,:';!-'--~( {8:8, 
24), t o prove by testing. 15 In testing the sincerity of 
their love by an appeal to the example of others lies the 
eJ~hortcttion to demonstrate their love. This is made ex-
plicit i n verse twenty-four. Paul had preached to them of 
the forgiveness of sins and the love of God. The Corinth-
ians had responded, declaring that by faith this love was 
theirs, und they formed a church (l Cor.l:2}. Now, says 
Paul, prove to the Church that this grace, thi~ love of 
God , is in you; prove it by the test of Christian living, 
especially by Christian giving. The Macedonians had given 
f or this purpose, ~o show above all things their grateful 
love to Christ their Redeemer. Their desire to contribute 
was emphat.:.i..c evidence of their love. Christians have 
15Thayer, op. ill.·, p. 154. 
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Passed the teat of their lova in this manner from the time 
that they w~re known as Cnr1&~ians. The reault~ ot thi~ 
are demonstrable today in the growth of charities and tae 
spread of the Gospel. 
In concluslon, the motives foi· Christian 61v1ng cc::.n 
rest only in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Aa strange as it may seem to mix contributions .-lith Cal-
vary, Paul declares decisively that the vision of Christ's 
poverty must always be before the eyes of the Church in any 
Christian financial endeavor. For from the Cross of Christ 
does the child of God gain power and ability to give as a 
Christian, as the Macedonians did. A~ Golgotha he is en-
riched so that he is able to dedicate wholly his lif e and 
his substance to the Lord and His Church. For in this de-
dication and by acting upon that dedication in liberal giv-
ing, does the Christian pass the test of the sincerity of 
his love. 
CHAPTER IV 
CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIAN GIVING 
The :\po t .. e Puul <lE:' !.'ini t.el~· portra;yed the reason, the 
power, t he a bllity for Chri s tia n giving--the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Chrin t. However, St. Pa ul wae deEirouo a lso of 
Plc.cing be f ore hh, people the manner in which a Christie n 
give&, "'nd con.:,eQuentl~ he sprin}:led throughout his exho~"-
tation the cha r a cteristics of Christian g iving. 
On e of '-hese outs tanding characteristics a nc the one 
which Blole :c·ead ers probabl3 are mo::. t f'amiliar with are the 
wore::-; of 9: 7 : "For God love th a cheer ful giver.'' This 1s a 
f r·ec quotat ion from t he Sept·l.lag int addition to Pro ve r bs 22: 
8 . The du t j, of' a lmsgh,in,£ played a large part in Hebrew 
ethic H and :i.t was t o be d one without covetousness, ungrudg-
i ngl;°), , ch e r f ully {Deut.1::; ,10; Tobit 4:7; Ecclue. 35:9).1 
These same char a cteristics, Paul says, are to be attributed 
to Christian giving. 
The Apostle, to \;he New Testament Church, gives the 
1J. H. Bernard, "The Second Epistle to the Corinthi-
ans," The Extositor•s .Oreek Testament, edited by W. Robert-
non Nicoll ( ondon: H·odder & Stoughton, Ltd., 1900), III., 
92. 
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r ea son f o r t hid c heerfulnc uu (9:7) .2 Their ~o~, espec1aliy 
a s exempl i f' iec b y the 1-~a cedon:..ans (c.,: 2), rises .z·:com the 
Pa r don fo r tl e L . sins--the gr&ce of God. Che1:rfulness 
come s to t h se f il l ed wlvh d:vine lQve. Ia re~ard to tne1r 
g ,' .,,,_ ~ . ~ ... v t; , J O,i n God ' s fc llow .... hlp lifted the:: H.acedonian~ to 
t he l eve 1 \I here t h e;y \ ere r·e lea s ed f rom ti1e love oi' mone~. 
Th~ rea l d e pth of~ i s jo3 i a shown in their cheer f~l-
ness ~ve i n extreme po •er t y . Vers e two of t~e eighth 
chapte r meDtirn:1;J the afflictions which the I'riac:: edonians had 
unda re:. one - -e: ~ c; er c.f f lie tion o... pov e r ·r.,y whicfl wa.::; .:.hared 
in co 10n wi t h £c l low ci t i zens, afr llction which a r o~e f rom 
t,~ ~o~1a l c ond i~ i on ~J or tho se pe culiar to Christians due 
t o parsecutlon . One c n a t once see t he d i f fi culty of 6iv -
i r:.g chE:-::r f 11~· wh en weigh t e d d m·m ~;1th povel't~·. b ut wlth 
God a ll thi nss a re f oss i t le. He can give the desire to be 
gener·ous a nd t he means of being g enerous. .Plummer give s a 
fine comment on this joy in which the t,1acedon1ane lived: 
'The a bundance of their Joy;' a strange thing to be 
found 'in much testing of affliction.• But few things 
are more characteristic of the Christians of the A-
postolic Age than their exuberant joy ..•. This a-
biding and conspicuous effect of the Good Tidings was 
~ c \. I C/\ 
··The wo1•d l"'"fos is derived from ""lllos -propitious, 
gracious. It connotes a Joyous readiness of mind to do 
something. Used only here in 9:7 in the New Testament, al-
though t~Cll,f•T;s is found in Rom.12:8. Cf. Ecclus.26:4. 
J. H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon ot the H~w Testament 
(New York: American Book Co., 1889), p7'!of.---
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the leading cause or the Gospel's rapid success.3 
Speaking of the positive characteristics or giving al-
so necessitates a warning against the negative. That is 
what Paul does in 9: 5 where he warns against an offering of 
covetousness. As Robertson says, "Some offerings exhibit 
covetousness on the part of the giver by their own niggard-
liness . 114 Again 1n 9:7 the Apostle says that the giving is 
not to be done grudgingly or of necessity. In contrast to 
the free , cheerful giving which originates from a heart 
gladdened by pardon, Paul places another kind of giving 
that springs from selfish motives. When such are the mo-
tives, a sadness and a gloomy frame of mind accompanies the 
parting of the gift from the giver. Then it is compulsion 
that drives a man to give, only because he cannot avoid it. 
Against this the Apostle warns, and pictures for us a man 
with Christ-powered motives. Concerning him Paul says, 
"God loveth a cheerful giver." 
Another outstanding characteristic of Christian giving 
is the liberality of the offering (9:11,13). Here we have 
the fine example again of the Macedonians. Today when peo-
3Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 
fil! the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (Hew 
York: Charles ScribnerTs-Sone, 1915):-ii'. 233. 
4A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures 1n the New Testament 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1931),-y,;;-2·4~ 
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Ple claim they are too poor to give, we excuse them. But 
these poor Macedonians didn't want to be excused, even 
though the Apostle did not expect them to give much (8: 5 ).5 
The poverty of these people must have been great.6 
Livy7 tells us that the economic conditions in Macedonia 
were truly harsh. Successive civil ware raged through the 
country . Then the Romans had taken possession of the gold 
and silver mines, and were taxing heavily the smelting of 
copper and iron. They had reserved to themselves the im-
portation of salt and the felling or timber for ships. The 
Macedonians said that their nation was like a lacerated and 
disjointed animal. 
Beside this economic poverty over the entire land, it 
Spour expressions denote the idea of liberality. In 
8:2; 9:11.,13 ~.:rr-~dT"lf is used. This connotes the virtue of 
one who is free from pretense, an openness of heart. Thay-
er, .2£· cit., p. 57. TI°"f'o.. c>Jv°>"",v in 8:3 suggests that 
11berali~1s not a set amount~ but according to ability. 
ll!.£., p. 159. For ~ap6r-•u (ts:20) see Appendix B. TI"Ep1cr-
~tvw implies that it should be more than enough, it 
should overf low. Thayer, -2£· .£!! . ., p. 505. 
6 ' I Supra, p. 22. The phrase ~ ,_,c,... f.3CIL9ou~ in 8:2 
presents a picture of a vessel which is almost empty into 
which we must reach down deep. C. F . Kling, "The Second 
Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians," A Commentary on the 
Hol;y Scriptures, edited by J. P. Lange (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1915), VI, 138. 
7L1vy, with an English Translation, trans. by A. C. 
Schlesinger (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 
1951)., XIII, 347-351. 
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is highly probable, recalling the way Paul was treated in 
Philippi and Thessalonica (Acts 16 and 17), that the Chris-
tians wer e being persecuted, and what employment there was, 
these Christia ns were being barred from it. Whatever the 
cause of lt humanly speaking, Paul says, by this deep pov-
erty they were being tested-- J'o K\_,..µ.-.{ --to show whether they 
were ge nuine Christians. The result? They gave beyond 
their P0\·1er, begg ing the Apostle that they might take a ma-
jor r~l c in the collection for the saints (8:3,4). 
One of the chief causes for liberality in Christian 
giving is selfless devotion to God on the part of His 
children. When a person looks too carefully and too 1·ar 
forward i n cons i dering the dangers that may occur if he 
give s a large r amount, he loses sight of the motive for 
giving. But when a man depends upon the blessings of God, 
and gives out of devotion to his Redeemer, it will be a 
liberal offering. Granted, the flesh is still a part of 
every child of God, but in that degree to which a person 
through the power of God has devoted his life selflessly 
to God, in that degree will he liberally offer his means 
to the Lord 2nd His Church. 
A fine example of such selfless devotion is that of 
the Korean boy and his rather who were seen by two wealthy 
travellers. They were plowing a field, the boy pulling the 
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Plow, while h1e elderly rather was guiding it. One of the 
travellers remarked to the missionary who was guiding them, 
"That family must be very poor." The missionary replied, 
"Y es, that ls the family of Chi Nou1. When we were build-
1ng our church in the village, they had no money to give, 
so they sold their ox and gave the proceeds to the church. 
Now they plow by hand." The man exclaimed, "What a great 
sacrifice!" But the missionary quickly replied, "They 
did not think it such. They were glad they had an ox to 
Bell. 11 8 This is selfless devotion which abounds unto lib-
erali ty. 
Christian liberality is also spontaneous, as Paul pic-
tures the Macedonians giving "of their own free will" (RSV). 
A> / "'~'lt:ro\ is used 1n classical Greek of things which are 
spontaneously accepted, as death and slavery (Cf. 2 Mace. 
6:19). 9 So as man could not but face the inevitable, as 
death, so the child of God inasmuch as he 1s regenerate 
does the inevitable for the child of God. The inevitable 
is to live the Christian life, and a part or this is to 
give liberally. According to the new man, his will is 
God's will. Likewise, then, according to the new man, ev-
8charles Pflueger, Sowigg and Rea~ing (Columbus, O.: 
Lutheran Book Concern, 1921), P~5-4 . 
9p1ummer, ~· .£.!!_., p. 235. 
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erything i s done voluntarily according to the will of Ood. 
This the Formula of Concord states in interpreting 9:7: 
In this unde rstancUng and in such sense it is cor-
rectly said and taught that truly good works should 
be done willing ly or from a voluntary spirit by those 
whom the Son of God has made free •••• 0 
'I'hus the Macedoni ans did not wait to be asked to give; 
they 11 of the ir own free will" asked to be allowed the prlv-
i lege of g iving . Thus, David Livingstone spontaneously 
exhibi t ed his liberality when he left his mission station 
among t he Makololo tribe to explore the dark continent. 
or he pa i d a l l t he expenses of the missionary who took 
his pla ce--$7000 .ll 
Beside t he a spect of selfless devotion and spontane-
i ty, the r e lies t he thought that Christian liberality is 
measured a ccording to the disposition of the giver and not 
according t o the amount. Thus Paul in 8:12 says: "For 1£ 
there be f irst; a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
what a man hath and not according to that he hath not.u 
Liberality is not extravagant gifts. God regards the dis-
position. He regards a small gift which shows greater 
willingness far better than a much larger one (Cf. Mk.12: 
41-44). Paul speaks of the "riches or their liberality" 
l O"Formula of Concor-d, 11 Concor-dla Trlglotta (St. Louis 1 
Concordia Publishing House, 1921), p. 943. 
llprlueger, .2£· ill•, p. 42. 
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concerning the Macedonians (8:2). 12 Knowing their poverty 
this could hardly suggest that their con,ributions were 
large, but rather their richness was in their willingness 
of mind. 
The overtone in 8:11-15 suggests what is called today 
Proportional giving. This section, especially when speak-
ing of equality, is chiefly concerned with the church as 
such doing its share. However, it is easily conceived that 
Paul desired the principle to apply to the individual as 
well. Verse twelve in particular hints strongly at sharing 
with the Lord as a man is able. Those who have much are to 
give much, while those who have little can give only a 
little. 
In order that this principle should work, it means 
that everyone should take part in contributing to the Lord 
as he is able. All Christians are stewards, without excep-
tion, not just the prominent and the influential. The peo-
ple at Corinth were not the influential people of the com-
munity, but the lowly and despised. Yet they are urged to 
show liberality in Christian giving "according to that a 
man hath." As Fritz says: 
12Note the usage of 11 r1ches 11 in connection with the 
grace or Christ--Eph.1:7; . 2:71 3:8,16; Phil.4:19; Col.l: 
27; 2:2. 
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Nowhere does the Bible say that only the man (father) 
shall g ive and not the woman, or only the old and not 
the young. According to the Bible everyone should 
Provi the sincerity of hie love to the Lord. 2 Cor. 
8 : 8 . 3 
A third characteristic of Christian giving is fellow-
ship. Fellowship might correctly be considered to be a re-
sult, rather than a characteristic of Christian giving. 
However, it is discussed as an attribute with the intention 
of exhibltlng the fact that Chri~tian liberality aids and 
ruanife sta Christian fellowship. The two are close rela-
t1 ves. 
The main idea of Koll1wv1~ 14 (8:4; 9:13) is that of 
common unity in sympathy, labor, and responsibility. So, 
in the flrst place, the fellowship of giving should consist 
1n all praying together, working together, and administra-
ting the program together. Thus all the churches estab-
lished through Paul's mission work had banded together to 
perform. the service of bringing this collection to the 
saints at Jerusalem. Each was to do its share, each had 
their representative on the committee who should carry 
their portion to Jerusalem. 
dia 
Verse twelve of the ninth chapter hints at this rel-
13J. H. c. Fritz, Church Finances 
PubliGhing House, 1922), p. 24. 
14see Appendix B. 
(St. Louis: Concor-
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lowsh1p in the word TTfOT"oc..v'I- ,,.~'>)/'o';3"cr-.--filling up in addi-
tion, or h e lping to fill. The Corinthians were not the on-
ly contributors . 15 They were working together with others. 
Paul's use of ~~~x,~~~~ in 8:1 instead of the more common 
~r.\fo( s uggests Kling says,16 a grand fellowship, possi-
bly eccles iastical unity. In like manner, when local con-
grega t i ons toda , receive their report from the mission 
boa rd and hea r how a ll their neighboring congregations are 
cont r i bu tin~ t o the same cause , they should realize the 
bond of f el lowsh i p that i s fostered by their contributing. 
However , Pau l desired a closer unity 1n sympathy and 
thought between the Jewish and Gentile Chrietians.17 He 
knew tha t 1n true Christian liberality there is true Chris-
tian f e llowshi p, as both spring from the same motivating 
force a nd a re correlatives. A Christian giver, inasmuch 
as he 1s driven by grace, gives to the church as to the 
Lord. By doing so he is helping churches and brethren, 
and this is fellowship. Likewise, being concerned about 
fellow Christians means he will give to aid them. The giv-
er's chief interest in the recipient should be that he is 
a Christian, a fellow-redeemed. Consequently, he should 
l :.ip1umm~r, .2£· cit. :, p. 265. 
16Kl1ng, .2E.· cit., p. 138. 
17supra,~p. 15 ff. 
37 
Pray for him a nd be encouraged to give even more. The re-
cipient i n turn OUGht to thank the giver, pray God's p r o-
tect i on o e r h is benefactor , a nd be urged himself to return 
aid when :ible . 
No d oubt the mcst pra ctical aspects of the fellowehip 
foste r ed b y t h e collection for the saints was in the meet-
ing of the deputie s with the church at Jerusalem. The~ 
could bri ng back the new s of the Joy in which the Chris -
tians there received t he i r gift. But r egardless how this 
fellowship works out practically, whatever duty is dis-
cha r ge d to one member in the body of Christ, it redounds to 
the acvanta g e of the entire body. 
A fourt h chn r a cteristic which this portion of ~crip-
ture cla i ms f'or Chri f;t 1.2n giving is its showing .forth the 
glory of God . The messengers sent to Corinth to help in 
t aking the colle ct i on are called messengers of the churches 
ana "the g lo.!'y of Christ ( 8: 23)," because their work is to 
the grea ter g lory of God. Giving to the Lord is not a sel-
fish thing i f it really is Christian giving. But its sole 
purpose 1s tha t God be glorified, and that purpose must be 
Present in a ll giving inasmuch as it is Christ-centered. 
Thus our giving is a confession of our faith in Christ. As 
Bem,9.rd c omments on 9 :13: 
The contr ibution of money for the relief of the 
Christian poor is a ~o >-ort'o.., inasmuch as it is the 
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man1fest~t1on to the world of the belief in Christ's 
Oospel.18 
Another• angle to this glorifying God is suggested in 
9: 9 where Psalm 112: 9 is quoted. Here the righteousness of 
the man of God is said to remain forever. Plummerl9 thinks 
that the best interpretation of righteousness here 1e that 
the Christian's goodness will alwa!JS be remembered and re-
warded by God. However, the interpretation of Ooudge20 
would be more a cceptable in the light of Pauline teaching, 
for righteousness is religious rather than ethical. Here 
it would mea n: the practical manifestation of God's favor 
will never cease. By livine a Christian life, especially 
the aspect of giving, a man exhibits that righteousness of 
God in him, and by means of this showing forth, God 1e glo-
rified. 
However ) to live a confession to the glory of God im-
plies obedience to the will of God. Thie 18 what Paul says 
in 9:13 . This obedience is a willing one, because the 
child of' God according to the new man inherently desires 
18Bernard, op. cit., p. 94. 
19Plurnmer, op. cit., p. 262. 
20H. L. Goudge, The Se~ond E~~stle to the Corinthians 
(London: Methuen ~ Co., Lta., 19~0), pp. 80-89. 
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God's glorification. And a Christian obeys his conf'esaion, 
because God has made his will the same as His own. Obedi-
ence 
is the characteristic manifestation of life in the 
spirit ...• He expects of those who are His own 
the same life-investment of obedience to God's will. 
Quite simply He says, 'Follow me.• Stewardship is 
nothing but a wholehearted response to this Word.21 
Obedience as Christians is the necessary associate with 
confession, as we exhibit in giving the greater glory of 
Ood. 
True Christian giving is motivated by love for the 
Master. But human beings cannot look into the heart and 
Judge. Therefore, in order that in some measure Christian 
giving may be distinguished from other types of so-called 
charities, Paul has outlined these characteristics. There 
should be joy in giving to the Lord, and no grudging or re-
gretting, because joy is the natural result of salvation in 
Christ. Liberality is another key word in distinguishing 
the Christian contribution. This connotes a selfless devo-
tion which produces a free-will offering in every sense of 
the word. This naturally does not mean a specific amount 
is necessary for a contribution to be liberal, but the idea 
21T. A. Kantonen, "The Scriptural and Theological Ba-
sis of Evangelism and Stewardship," !h!, Lutheran Quarterly, 
III (August 1951), 276 . 
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or proportional giving remains. One clear-cut method or 
determining such service, 1s noticing if a real Christian 
fellowship accompanies and rosters such abundance. That 
1s a true sign, as well as a professed obedience to the 
Will of God and for the glory of God. These are the char-
acteristics which the Apostle desired to be manifested 1n 
the Corinthian church. 
CHAPTER V 
PLANNING FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING 
Christianity 1s a practical religion. Although Scrip-
tures emphasize again and again the principles or faith and 
life, there are always many definite practical suggestions 
for carrying out those principles. So it is with Christian 
giving. Paul intersperses his guidelines of giving with 
his advice for carrying them out. When he speaks of the 
bases of Christian liberality, the motives and characteris-
tics, he speaks with the authority of God. But when he 
deals with methods of performing, he says, "I speak not by 
command," or "herein I give my advice" (8:8,10). 
An important aid in the practical execution of a 
Christian giving effort is the leadership of the ministry. 
Nowhere does Paul say the minister must take an active 
part, nor does he in so many words suggest it. But from 
his own example and that of Titus it is a safe statement to 
declare that if asked, the Apostle would have doubtlessly 
so advised. The Apostle took active leadership in this 
collection for the saints. He initiated it, he gave order 
to his different churches, and he earnestly fretted with 
Corinth, as is noticed in the two letters he dispatched to 
this congregation. Titus also seems to have assumed much 
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of the leade rshi p, f or it is mentioned (8:16,17) that being 
earnestly conce r ne d he went of his own accord to Corinth to 
aid in the p r ogr am. 
In Titus l s found the spirit in which the pastor is to 
accept leadership. Verae fifteen of chapter eight states 
tha t God p l a ced into Titus' heart an earnest care for the 
People i n Cori nth . No doubt everyone lmew this at Corinth, 
because t hey willingly accepted Titus and followed his ad-
vice. God had led Titus, as He will every Christian pas-
tor, to be deeply concerned, not just about getting enough 
mone y f or the Jerusalem saints, but he was concerned also 
about the ir stewardship life--that they be cheerful giv-
ers, gi ving freely and voluntarily. They lmew that Titus 
wa s not just putting on a pious front until he had gotten 
the money; but there was a deep, habituall concern for 
these Christians and their giving habits. This is the cri-
terion for ministerial leadership today. The concern is 
not a superficial one, but there is to be a zealous ear-
nestness to guide the people of God along the paths of true 
Chris tian giving. 
l'~<-rr~r)( \U v 13 used (as in Rr.. 4: 19; l Cor .4: 7; 12: 16; 
Gal. 1:14; Phil.2:6) instead of 1:.>v., as expressing not merely 
the fact that Titus was more earnest, but that this was his 
habitual condition. J. H. Bernard., "The Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians," The Ex~ositor's Greek Testament., edited 
by W. Robertson Nico!l ( ondon: "'1iodder & Stoughton, Ltd • ., 
1900), III, 88. 
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A pasto!"' ma~,.- have the God-given dioposition to lead 
his flock, but he will not know where to start or hat, to 
accomplish his desire, unless he becomes acquainted with 
the stewardship life of his people. Paul knew his parish-
ioners. In 8:3 Paul says that he bears record of the fact 
that the Macedonians gave beyond their power. It seems 
as if he kne1"1 what their ab1li ty to give waa. It is 
doubtful that the Apostle snooped about trying to find out 
ever~'one 's income. But 1t ls possible that the people con-
fided in him their financial difficulties and their desire 
to help the Kingdom, because they saw his intense concern 
for their souls. A pastor today can often discover the 
giving abilit;y of his flock in like manner. And a member 
manifests whether he ls giving according to his ability by 
other signs of service ror the Lord. 
Knowing the state of the church's health, it is the 
pastor's duty as leader of the ohurch to teach true Chris-
tian giving by every means possible--from the pulpit or 
Privately. In this also he should be a leader and not 
shrink from duty's command. Paul never shirked his duty to 
lead his Corinthian brethren to a deeper understanding of 
Christian 1:tberality. Despite the turmoil in that congre-
gation, even animosity toward him, in the very first letter 
he exhorted them to give. The intensive message of the 
second letter soon followed. And afraid that this Drl.ght 
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not be suff ic i ent , he sent Titus to teach these brethren 
Personally . 
The teaching, as 1s clearly noted, was always Christ-
centerect. Paul, and no doubt Titus, brought to their at-
tention the motives for giving, the gift of Christ. Again 
and again they urged them to abound in this grace that they 
might receive the ability for true giving. The Christian 
Church mus t a lwa ys keep bef ore its eyes the true reason f or 
g1ving--the unspeakable Gift; and following the example of 
Paul and Titus the pastor as leader strives to keep the 
Cross above the collection plate. 
St. Paul's chief advice concerns the administration of 
the collection. The administration, as suggested by Paul, 
was not chiefly a matter of bookkeeping and the like, but 
his concern was that order be brought into the planning. 
And this order was for but one reason--to be a service to 
the local church and to the saints at Jerusalem (8:20; 9: 
12). 2 Bookkeeping, publicity, committees are worthless, 
unless they are a service in promoting true Christian giv-
ing. Whatever kind of administration is set up for a stew-
ardship program, it must be done, so that its machinery 
serves to foster love of Christ as the motive and cheerful 
2see Appendix B for a study of J'",-..1<0 .,t .... 
-
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liberality as characteristics of giving. If that is lost. 
the setup must be discarded, regardless how wonderfully 
it seems to b e r unning . 
One of the i mportant steps that Paul took in estab-
lishing t h e administ r a tion of this collection was the a p-
pointment of r e sponsible men. The interesting thing is 
tha t they we re s e l e cted ,3 not by St. Paul, but by the 
churches (8 :19 ) . From the Corinthian church also repre-
senta tives should be chosen (1 Cor.16:3). It seems that 
Paul fa vored executing this program through men who had the 
churches • approval , not only his. For by this system of 
chosen committeemen each church would know that they were 
truly repr e sented 1n this great projeot.4 
However, the basic reason for these representatives is 
tha t which i s mentioned in 8:20 ff.: "Avoiding this., that no 
3 Xe ,po~o11£'w (8 :19) has three stages fn its history: 1) 
ele ct b y s how of' hands; 2} elect in any way ; 3) appoint ei-
the r b y election or not. Only other use in the New Te sta-
ment i s Acts 14: 23. Contempora r y writers us e it for ap-
pointment without election: Josephus {Ant.VI 13,9; XII 2., 
2); Philo (De Josepho 21). It does not mean the imposition 
of hands in ordina tion. The important point in thi s pas-
sage i s th~t the appointment came from the churches and not 
from Paul. Alfred Plummer., A Critical and Exegetical Com-
menta 1·R on the Second Epistle of St. Paur-to the Corintii"= 
~ { ewYork: Charles ScribnerT'a Sons, !915J7 p. 249. 
4For note as to identifica tion of the men in 9 :18 -22 
see Appendix A . 
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man should bla me us in this abundance which is administered 
by us, providing for honest things . . • . 11 Philo5 tells us 
that grea t ca re wa s taken to have trustworthy men to carry 
the t e mple tribute. Likewise Paul is concerned that all 
things be done hone stly in the Christian church. It is 
noted tha t the Apostle added, "also in the sight of men." 
Ooa can look into hearts, as he did with Judas, and see 
dishonesty , but men cannot. Add to this the factor of the 
Old Adam i n church members and great are the chances for 
accusa t i ons of blame.6 It does not take much to draw the 
accusa tion of embezzelment, whether true or not, for the 
Old Man looks with glee at the slightest opportunity to 
disrupt the work of the Lord. To protect the efforts of 
Christian g iving , Paul says emphatically to avoid, guard 
aga1nst7 any such occasions. That is the reason for the 
committees , to diminish the opportunity for such accusa-
tions, and to substitute for the spirit of distrust, a deep 
5 11The Special Laws," Philo, trans. by F. H. Colson 
(Cambridge , Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1937), VII, 
145. 
6 M~/'{';cr9"'-l signifies in 8: 20 the imputation that they 
had been unfaithful to their trust in the transaction of 
the business. C. p. Kling, "The Second Epistle of Paul to 
the Corinthians," A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures., ed-
ited by J.P. Lange (New York: ~harles Scribner's Sons, 
1915)., VI, 145 . 
1-i:,£>t)op_e.vo\. (8:20) has the sense of: to withdraw 
oneself, as 1n 2 Thess.3:6; to guard against something. 
Loe. cit. --
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concern and anxious care8 for the treasury of the Lord. 
Where other people's money is in question, one cannot 
be too careful. For this reason it is necessary to set up 
a system in Planning for a collection. Paul's method can 
clearly be seen to be workable, but he does not demand that 
this is the only way; only that the principle be there in 
every Program--that blame be avoided and care be taken 
that everything is done honestly before God and men. It is 
noteworthy that Paul, by setting up this system, put a 
check upon himself. The higher the station, the more care-
ful must a person be. Even such a great man as Paul did 
not deem it under him to subject himself in this matter to 
representatives of the churches.9 
Understanding the need for a system, as afore-men-
tioned, one can easily infer other aspects or that system. 
A manner of giving can be established, as Paul suggested 1n 
his first letter to the Corinthians (16:2): "Upon the first 
day of the week let everyone or you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him, that there be gatherings when I 
8 I > \ I 
Tirovot,\.\,) (8:21)--quite Similar to ElT.!,AL>-L~"-l: to 
take thought of, care for, make provision for. J. H. Thay-
er, A Greek-En~lish Lexicon or the Mew Testament (Mew York: 
America n Dook ,o . ., 1889), pp-:-21j:'o, ~. 
9John Ca lvin, Commentary on the E~istlee of Paul the 
Apostle to the Corinthians, trins7'1>y. Prl~!e (Orand1tap-
1ds : Micli-:-:---W. B. Eerdman publ1Bh1ng Co., 1948), II, 301. 
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come." T h h ti o ~andle these gatherings, and at t e same me 
keep everyth.:1.ng honest before men, we could imply that fi-
nancial a ccounts must be kept. Could it be possible that 
they chose an auditing committee and even sent out quar-
terly statements? Not likely, but the Apostle leaves that 
avenue open for the modern day stewardship program. How-
ever it is worked out in the accepted practice of a church, 
it must not be forgotten, that the reason for any system 
is that everything honest may be provided before God and 
man,10 
A final word on the administration of a program for 
giving 1s found in 8:23, Here Paul declares that ad.m1.n1s-
trators are the glory of Christ. On this phrase Robertson 
in his commentary exclaims z "Financial agents, please ob-
serve! 11 ll In the actual working of such a program, this 
fact 1s often forgotten. Yet it shouldn't be. For if a 
stewardship project 1s properly administered, it should re-
dound to the glory of God. The people of the church must 
keep this in mind also, that they remind the administrators 
of the goal, so that the money that is given is actually 
lORobertson adds an interesting note: ".It is not e-
nough for one's financial accounts to be honorable as God 
sees them, but they should be so kept that men can under-
stand them also." A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the 
~ Testament (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1931):-IV:-246. 
11Loc. ill_. 
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employed i n s uch a manner that God may be gloriried. 
Two princ iples are held 1n balance, as Rolaonl2 inter-
prets Paul' s r·emarka. One, the goal of all adm1n1stra tors 
of church fund s 1s the glory of God. Two, they must pro-
vide for things honest in the sight of God and man, so that 
men do not lose confidence in the handling of God's money. 
The application of this is simple: a) accounts should be 
open to the public, audited and everything done 1n a busi-
ness-like manner; b) the givers must be certain that their 
money 1s used to the glory of God. The thoughts are sim-
ple, but so helpful, even for the modern day financial pro-
gram. 
A group of workers were erecting a new building, when 
a Passerby observing the construction asked three of the 
men what they were doing. He was greeted by three differ-
ent answers. The one said: "I am making a 11 v1ng." The 
second replied: "I am cutting stone." The third answered: 
"I am building a beautiful cathedral. 11 13 Some people can-
not see beyond the immediate, they can only see that they 
are giving up money, and they have no conception of what 
that money is to do. For this reason it 1a necessary in a 
12H. Rolston, Stewardlhip in the New Testament Church 
(Richmond, Va.; John Knox Press-;-1~)71). 67. 
l3Karl Kretzschmar, The Stewardshil Life (St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing Housi-;-1929), p. 4 • 
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successful performing of a program, that the goal be 
concisely and continually set before the people's eyes. 
This Paul did when he designated the need of the saints in 
Jerusalem as the goal of their giving. It should be noted 
that the Apostle did not dwell on their pitiful condition, 
so as to make them feel sorry for the poor, and thus urge 
them to give out of sympathy. No, the motive 1s still the 
love of Ood in them, but he directs that giving to a needed 
goal. 
The quotation from Ps.112 implies this very thing (9: 
9). For the idea of scattering, as a sower does when he 
seeds the field, is not that he throws the seed at random, 
not caring where it lands. But rather he scatters the seed, 
trying diligently to have it land on fertile ground, but 
still scatteri ng it that all the fertile ground might have 
some. Consequently , this picture presents two aspects that 
must be cons i dered when a goal for giving 1s placed before 
Christian people. There must be care that the goal is one 
Which all the members of the church can visualize as being 
a needed one, f or many Chr1st1ans--and rightly so--are on 
their guar d against the misapplying of benevolences. On the 
other hand , the g oal should be comprehensive, that all who 
are in need are aided. It is possible to infer from Sill, 
that the Corinthians also set a goal of the amoun~ they had 
thought of giving . Now they had to perform the doing of it. 
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Verse s e ven of chapter nine reads: "Every man accord-
ing a s he pu r p o s eth in his heart, so let him give. 11 Be-
cause the 1d~a or deliberate choos1ngl4 1a conveyed in this 
passage, Robertson suegestsl5 that this could easily be re-
ferred to the present day practice of the pledge. It is 
unlikely that the Corinthians had the elaborate systems of 
Pledge cards or sealed pledges as today, but at least the 
Corinthians ma de a pledge to themselves. They had decided 
ahead o.f time what they were going to do. 
However, the closing portion of that verse (9:7) gives 
a few warning e. These pledges, if they may be called such, 
must not be g iven with grumbling or from being pressured in-
to them, be ca use love should always be the motive for giv-
ing. God doe s not tell us the sum we are to give. In the 
Old Testamen t there was the tithe, but in the New Testament 
it is purely out of love (8:8). So a pledge made because 
of force of cir cumstances--even if a generous amount--is 
not a pledge God desires. But God does say that all who 
are truly moved by God's love and rorgiveness are to give 
as they are able, as is mentioned in 8:12. He does not 
call for what i s beyond their power, but he does say that 
14ITfo«.,e~'w (9:7)--used only here in the New Testament. 
To bri ng f orth f rom onese l f , t o choose for onese l f . Thayer, 
~ • Cit• I p • 537 • 
15 Robertson,~·~., p. 244. 
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they ere to 6 1 ve us the~ are able. An interesting paral-
lel froJ1 thE: book of Tobit (4:8) clearly states this: "Ir 
thou h a & t, e.bundance , gj_ ve a lms accordingly ; if thou have 
but little , be not afra id to give according to that little." 
Once a p rog ram for Christian giving is 1n motion, it 
would be h2rmful to lea ve it undone (8:10,11). It 1E pos-
sible that Paul saw not only the amount of his collection 
being hurt b y incompleteness, but he was concerned about 
the steward ship life of the Corinthian Christians. Ir this 
collection had not been finished 1n Corinth, it might well 
have defeated Paul's preaching, not only in this matter, 
but in others a lso. For the Apostle saw the clear princi-
ple that Christ ian living is not only the expressed desire 
to do the will of God, but the doing of it. 
So Paul urges the completion of this collection and 
sends Titus ( 8 : 6) to bring to a successful close ( OTLTr'A~7.,) 
the work that had already begun.16 In the opening veraes 
of the ninth chapter he warns them again to complete their 
work, that he might not be ashamed when he comes (9:3). As 
Robertson says: "He literally rubs it in that the pledges 
were overdue . " 17 Paul• a extreme concern for the completion 
l'..;_ernard, it p 86 -LS .2E.. _c -·, • • 
l7Ro'bertson, .22,. ill•, p. 248. 
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of' this collec t ion was , that all these Corinthian Chris-





.EDUCATION FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING 
It would be impossible to administer a program of 
Christian g iving and expect success, 1f education of the 
People was neglected. A marvelous system may be estab-
lished , trustworthy people 1n charge, the pastor taking 
active leadership, a goal clearly in mind, and all the 
rest , but if the people who are to give do not realize why 
they are g i ving, all the planning will go by the board. 
The ~pes tle evidently believed this. For although he does 
not declare outright that education is necessary, his pro-
cedure implicitly infers such a rule. 
The sub ject of Paul's stewardship education was the 
Principles of giving . This meant that the Corinthians 
needed instruction in what God desired as the motive Tor 
giving . On account of this the Apostle spoke of the grace 
of the Lord J e sus Christ (8:9), and of the grace that was 
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia (8:1}, and or the un-
spea kable Girt ( 9 :15). Again and again he mentioned the 
grace of giving --that power God had put into their hearts 
through Chris t J esus, whereby they were moved to give to the 
Lord . Thi5 was t he cente r of Paul's education prog ram and 
so it mu~t be the Church' s today . As Dr . Pieper declared: 
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If' 'l-10 t hen conf l ne ourselvc:.; to persuading and urging 
Christians into diligent and untiring giving ror the 
Gospe l by · r e Gen t.lng to t hem the \ioncerful love of God 
1n Chris t , we are not employing impotent 'generali-
tiea ~ t but a1·e urging upon our people the stronc, d i -
vi ne motives which will always awaken responsive love 
a nd l'a n l t t o a bright flame. The contemplation of 
t he thorn-crowned he3d of the Savior (2 Cor.8:9) will 
produce the right qua 11 ty aid the right quantity or 
t he ir g ifts f or the Gospel. 
Import &nt as is the education i n principles of giving, 
it doe s not f ollow then, that they may be communicated 1n 
an a rbitr a r y manner. Paul's example is to be followed in 
i:>r:ng1ne th: .... message, so that it gets the attention of the 
Pe ople . 2 ?aul die ~ost everything in his power that these 
Cor1nth:..an$ mi ght be 1.nstructed i n this foundation work or 
61v ns --hc wrote : he taught, he no doubt preached to them, 
he 3cnt T1t Lw to proc l aim the message, everything he said 
and did wa o permeated with the testimony of J esus Christ 
and Him crucifi ed (1 Cor.2:2). Today 's educational plan-
ning 1n the Ch1:-istian congregation ought to take its cue 
from Paul , i f the r e is to be Christian giving. What op-
~ortun1t1es for such education--from the pulpit, in Bible 
classes , Sunday schools, Christian day schools, by printed 
1Franc1s Pieper, Christian Dor:st!cs (St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1953), II , 51. 
2 r"'"'t°'~I.J s~.. (8:1) intimates that what he is about to 
communica te deserves a ttention (1 tor.12:3; 15:1). Alrred 
Plummer, A Critical and Exe~et1cal Commentart on the Second 
Epistle of St. Paul ~theor!nthlans (Nework:~harles 
Scribne~'s $ons~15T,~ 232. 
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mate r i a l , by per sona l contact , even by movie a nd play . Ev-
ery me t hod can be u t11izcn tha t the principl es of Christian 
g1 ·:1ng be mad.:: known t o a 11 Clu•1stians everywhere. 
One of the means by which Paul educated his Corinthia n 
cong:cega t 1..on i n Chr i stian giving was by impressing upon 
them the p r i nciple of equ~lity. In verso thirteen to fif-
t een of the e i ghth chapter we read: 
For I mea n not that other men be eaeed and ye bur-
dene d: bu t b y an equa lity, that now at this time your 
abund nee nay be a supply for their want, that their 
a b un a nce a l~ o may be a supply for your want: that 
the :l'.'e be a n equality . As it is written, he that gath-
e r e t h mu c:!1 ha0 noth i ng over; and he that had gathered 
l it t l e had no l ack. 
AG t h i s equality is explained here (8:15), it is clear 
tha t 1 t s prinar y meaning is not that there should be an e-
qual1t ;y be t wean the gift and the eb111ty of the giver. 
Verse twelve preceding brings tha t thought forth. It also 
does not zuggest that e veryone should give the same, that 
those in ne e d end up having the same as the giver. Such an 
1nterpr.oeta t1on would sound well in communism, but not in 
Christiani t :1. But rather the meaning is that no portion or 
the peop l e was to ha ve a superfluity while another portion 
was deet1tute. 3 
3c. F. Kling, "The Second Epi stle o!" Paul to the Cor-
inthian s ~~, A Commentar ~, on the Holy Scr!pturee ., editect by 
J.P. La nge-(New York: Charles ~cribner•s Sons, 1915), VI, 
143- 144. 
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A case in po1nt was the Corinthians and the church at 
Jerusalem . The J e ws were 1n deep poverty , while those 
Christians i n Cor.tnth were rell:\tively wealthy. To follow 
the Principl e of equali t y, these Corinthians , who had more 
than suf f l c i en~, were instructed to give to the Jews in 
Palesti ne tha t t hey might no longer suffer from want. In 
the f uture the shoe ma~ be on the other foot. 
In the f i f teenth verse is the example of the children 
of Israel in t he wilderness . When manna came down from 
hea ven , t hey were instructed to gather only enough for 
th€:1r own ne P. d s. For those who were greedy and took too 
much, the manna Bpoiled . In the case of those who were un-
able t o gather e nough , the Lord made it 1ncreaee to the 
needed qua n tity . The Apostle wished to instruct the Chris-
tians by this :1.l l ustration that 'the principle Btill held. 
Each church shou l d ha ve enough for its necessities, not its 
luxuries. ~ 'I'he supe r f luous amount should be used where 1t 
1s nee ded els ewhere. Flummer5 considers this to mean that 
the Corinthian Chri stians should spontaneously secure them-
selves against getting more than their share of the world• s 
4J. H. Bernard, "The 3econd Epistle to the Corinthi-
ans," The E(2 o~ltor's Greek Testament, edited by W. Robert-88~ Nicoll London: -Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., 1900), III~ 
5piummer, oo . cit. , p. 245 
~ - -
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goo6s hy g 1 v in~ t o t he ,Terur.nlem Chr1~t1anfl before there 
was need to !"equi·::-e h e '!.p from th::,m. 
It is claarly e virien t from th!e principle, that Paul 
emphasize s ~ e duty of ch~ ChPistian church everywhere in 
all ages to be ale r·t to the neerts of their brethren, that 
the super f luou~ mean s of the church may be rushed there to 
br:tng abou c an e qua ll t jl . As Paul employed this picture to 
urge his pe op le f orward : the present day Chris~ian can be 
educated co the needs of cha rity anq missions oy the prin-
ciple of e q ua l i t .,, . Lux ury ia to be employed to fill needs. 
While on tne o th£- r ha no , the small or poverty-stricken con-
gregations, which r ece ive such help as they struggle in 
famine or cni l dnood , Bhould look with eagernees to the time 
when they ma y i n tur n be able to be of service to others. 
Paul a va ils hims elf' of yet another method of educating 
the Corl nth1ans--the use of examples. Probably the most 
striking is t hat in verse nine of the eighth chapter. Al-
though the Ap ostle in mentioning Christ speaks primarily of: 
the motive 
,.. 
f or g iving, c he does wish also to point to Christ 
as the hig hest: illustration of love and. self-sacrifice for 
others, Christ, who was I'ich 1n power and glory, set this 
aside and took upon Himself the foI'iD of a servant ror the 
;: 
v.:::upr·a ,Pp . 2 1 f f. 
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salvation or a rebellious race. Suob giving aakea tbe aoat 
eelt-denylng charity or a Christian look 1na1gnJ.tlcant. 
But motivated by love and seeing the elalllple ot Bia Lord, 
every Christian should desire to follow atter hie llaater 
and give in such a measure as he la able, aa bla Sav1oz-
gave in the overwhelming manner that B• ••• able. 
Quite obvious ia Paul'• uae or examples or other 
Christians in hia attempt at spurring the Oor1nth1ana on to 
Christian giving. In the tirat five veraea or the eighth 
chapter the Apostle tells them about the 11beral1ty or the 
Macedonians. As baa been noted,7 he give• qU1.te an exten-
sive picture or their econoaic condition and their great de-
sire to contribute. Intereatingly enough, 1n 912 Paul turns 
around and tells the Cor1ntb1ana that he bas uaed their de-
sire to do something as the apurrlng tactor tor the Naoedo-
nians. He even boasted to the Macedonian• or their seal. 
Another instance ls 1n 1 Cor.16, where the Galatians are the 
exaaple that they were to follow. 
It 1a very evident that the u .. ot exaaplea to toater 
Christian giving ls a valid .. tbod or education. However, 
Paul is quite aware or ita dangera--that or pushing the 
example beyond the point or ooaparlaon. In 8sll he puta a 
7 Supra, pp. 24, 31, 33. 
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curb on the idea that beoauae the llacedon1ana gave beyond 
their means the Corinthians were to give be7ond tbe1r 
means. The point of comparlaon 1a the Kaoedonian•a eager-
neaa. It is the zealot the Chr1at1ana to the nortb that 
he wanted these brethren to notice and b7 their ezaaple be 
stimulated to a sillllar zeal. •otioe the eapha11• that 
Paul brings 1n the very tirat verse where he apeaka about 
the Macedonians. He direct• their attention to tbe graoe 
that was bestowed upon thea--tbe illportant taotor. 
There 1s a touch ot provincial rivalry 1n Paul'• uae 
or examples, and aeelllingly he tigured that lt wa1 legiti-
mate· Possibly today a1111lar atteapta at rivalry to spur 
Christian giving would be approved by the Apoatle. Would 
he also l)el'ID1t such a thing aa an open oonsregational re-
port or 1nd1v1dual giving! Aa a guideline it muat be re-
membered Paul's purpose 1n h1a uae ot the emple. Be de-
aired to show men the working ot the grace ot God 1n oth-
ers., ao that they might go to H1a who beatowa that grace on 
all His children. If this is tbe pro.teaHd and workable 
Purpose ot theae aodem Mthoda., tben it oan only be aa1d 
that the example ot other• are uaable and uaetul •• educa-
tional metboda or Chr1atian g1v1ng. 
Education 1• not Juat a preparato1"'7 atep ror atewal"d-
ah1p, but an on-going proc•••. J'or 1natance. the Cor1nth1-
• • 
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ans had begun the collection long ago, but tbelr perf'ora-
ance did not correspond to their propo .. d w1111ngneaa (81 
10,11).8 So it was necea1ary that they be ~tber eduo3-
ted and swnmoned to do their duty (817). !'he tleah le 1n-
gen1oue in finding subterfuges. The excn•••• ome tlooding 
forward from members for not doing their part. Soae plead 
that they have a falll1.ly and oaMot give auohJ there 1a the 
modern day excuse of the high ooat ot 11v1ngJ other• 1n 
whom the light of faith 1e Just flickering a1ght even out~ 
right refuse . All such excuaea Paul removes when 1n 8: 11 
he advises them to give according to their ab111ty.9 Again 
and again Christiana have to be pointed to their aot1vat1on 
1n a continued educational proceaa. 
In hie continued urging Paul saya he 1a adv1•1ng (81 
10). There waa a reaaon, as Xl1ng atateer 
By means of ~u,).l.~c~l he intended to eay that thia ad-
vice waa better for thea than a 0C1111&nd would have 
been, inasmuch as they bad for aoae tille shown thea-
aelves willing to act aa he wiahed without a 0C1111&nd. 
~. strange order (not only to do, but will--8110) 
1a explained by verse t1ve. It was the aoodwlll of the 
Macedonians, upon which he had dwelt, and be reoognisea 
that not even 1n goodwill had the Naoedon1an• been in ad-
vance of the Cor1nth1ana. I. L . Goudge, !'be Second Bs1•tle 
~ a~e Corinthian• (London, Nethuen & Co-:;-l.;tci., 192 ) , 
p. • 
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Such persona could derive greater aoral advantag!o 
from a word or counael tban troa UIJ' 1n'1unot1cm . 
So will the pastor aee it work 1n bl• IIOdern da7 oongrep-
t1on. The majorit7 ot Cbr1at1ana dealre to do aoaetb1ng, 
but they need guidance in their Chr1at1an giving. 
It 1s often noted that a011• c1u~1atian congregatluna 
reapond much more quickly to tbelr paator'• \U'glng than 
others. In ma~ cases tbe reaaon 1• tbat the aore entbuai-
aat1c reaponae 1• due to the encourageaent the7 receive. 
Chr1at1ana who labor d111gent17 at 1aprov1ng their giving 
t1nd reward--in a good aenae--1n bearing tbat becauae ot 
00d'• grace they are progreaaing 1n the atewardahip lite. 
The Apoetle did not think it unw1ae to encourage the Cor-
inthians. In 9,2 he pral••• them tor what tba7 bad planned 
to do and tells the• that be even uaed th•• •• an •DIIPl• 
tor the Macedonian•. It waa not that Paul deliberately 
gave the Corinthian• pralae wh1oh tbe7 did not deaerve 1n 
Order to induce the• to be liberal. lo, Paul only praised 
thea tor what they had actuall7 done. Vell-deaerved praiae, 
the Apoatle illpliea, a• a good aetbod ot enoourageaent 
deserves aore employaeat 1n educational prograaa. 
Bduaation 11 a very 1Jlportant part ot the praotioal 
app11oat1on ot Christian giving. To · inatruot ob1ldren ot 
lOx11ng, .9.2.. o1 t. , p. 142. 
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00d 1n th1a taak correctl7 with Chr1at •• tu true oenwr 
11\lat not be forgotten. An educational progrua wbloh la 
guided by Paul's pr1no1plea will bring reaulta. Paul waa 
Oont'1dent or thia (8122). Be••• certa1n that wben be 
caae, a liberal offering would be wa1t1ng tor bill, becauM 
he waa confidently certain that where tbe Spirit ot Ood 
waa working, there had to be reault•. Vltb wbat greater 
/ •P1r1t could a man conduct h1• prograa ot education tor 
/ Cbr1at1an giving than with auoh a oonf'ldenoe in Ooct. 
CiiAPTER VII 
RESULTS OF CHRISTIAN GIVDJO 
It would not be proper to conclude a d1aouse1on or 
this topic, especially Paul's presentation 1n theae two 
chapters, without ment1on1.ng the ble••in&• ot Cbr1at1an 
giving. That Christian liberality can be con11dered a 
blesa1ng is evident rroa PaUl'• speaking ot the oollect1on 
88 an t:~Aoo,~ (9:5) •1 'l'h• Apoatle could not conoeive ot 
abundant benefits being ottered b7 children or God without 
the good Lord showering tbem wl th many bleealnga. He even 
Portrayed the idea ot harvesting bleaainga (916). 2 In 
speaking o~ theae result• ot atewardah1p tile Apoatle aeeas 
to Point up the e1Jlular1t1ea in bleaalnga. lheae will be 
kept 1n mind aa a dlfterentlation 1a Mde ~or clarity'• 
lake between ap1r1 tual and temporal bleaainga. 
Spiritual bleaainga are probably the grandest results 
ot Christian giving, tor they ••n a growth 1n knowledge. 
love, strength., and devotion. All or which bring tile peo-
ple or Qod cloaer to Bill who cauaes thea to &1 Te. Por 1n-
1tance., the child or Clod who baa been a good steward or hls 
1See Appendix •. 
2see Appendix B. 
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substance will t1nd himzelr obtaining a oleareP tocua ot 
<10d as his preserver. It 11 the Alm1ght7 band ot the Pa-
ther that sees we have enough to eat and llve, who carea 
tor UG wh~n s1ckne3s, poverty or atf11ct1on strike. No•••• 
no doubt, felt this distinctly when God aent aanna traa 
heaven (8,15). Man does not live by bread alone (Matt.,1 
4) • The Chr1at1an who has given h1mseU t'irst to the Lord 
~nd Hie Church; finde a rich bleaa1ng 1n ih1a marvelous, 
conttdent lmowledge. 3 
Even more treasured 1s an 1ncreaae 1n the realisation 
tMt 00d loves Hie children who give. "Por Clod loveth a 
oheerful g1ver"(9i7). There 1a no purer bl1aa than ot 
Posaeaa1ng the love ot Qod. In th1e love 1a Ille -rcy, 
B1s goodwill, Bis never-ohanging, eternal ta1tht'ulneaa. 
And since this love 1a proaiaed the cheerful giver, the 
.ta1thtul steward, we aaeert that the love ot' God 1a the 
•oat precious or all bleaalnga.' In th1a Jmowledge we gain 
added contidence 1n Kia •rc7. 
Vi th this blea•lng ot love ccaea the atrength to bat-
tle the Old Evil Poe. flle Apostle was conoernecl about the 
.. 
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intluencea or ein in our ~tew~rd$h1p lite, tor be mentions 
th~ danger of g1v1ng grudgingly (917) and covetously (915). 
But the Christian giver dieoovers that aa he growa in the 
grace or ~1v1ng , he corit.ee closer to the Word, and 1n that 
Word he f 1nds power to overcome theae attack• ot the tleeh • 
. ~n interesting story is told ot a rich Cbrt1t1an 1-fbO 
was liste~ing t o~ stirring mia11on sel'lllon. A• the appeal 
b~c~me s tronger, he mentally increased the aaount he waa to 
give. When t he sermon came to an end., he d1aooYered that 
the sum he had decided to give now waa quite high. 'l'hen 
hie fle sh began to demand. As the ottering waa about to be 
taken, hie resolutions began to wane. Slowly down the 
ecale came the amount until 1t waa allloet '-ok to what he 
had f'iret considered to give. Suddenly be realised where 
thle was leading h1m. As the plate drew near, th1a inner 
struggle grew. When the ottering baaket paaeed hlm., be 
quickly threw his ent1~ pocketbook onto 1t and o~1e4, ••ow 
squirm., old nature! n5 BoweYer tne th1a tale aa7 be., nev-
ertheless 1t 1• certain tbat one or the bleaalnga that Ood 
ahowera upon the Chrl•tian giver 1a a greater deas.re to 
battle the evil tleah and do more tor Bia Dnsd•. 
•1nally, one ot the t1ne•t aplritual bleaatnga that 
5charlea Ptlueger, ~ and R!•,Sn.g (Coluabua., 0.1 
Lutheran Boole Concern., l~pp. 7~7 . 
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oo11e from giving is the realisation that all Chr1atlan a1v-
1ng 1s to the glory or Qod (8119). Aa we grow 1n 11~ral-
1ty, we grow .mo).•o nnd more l i ke God. 'l'h13 ••n• that more 
and more seit· 1s pushed to the aide. ~ 1ntere1ta and 117 
needs are completely seoondary to tba intereata and needa 
or God. When the world aeee auoh seltle1a devotion 1n tbe 
stewardship life, they must cry, there 1• a ohild or Qod. 
Indescribable 1e the upl1tt or spirit at the knowledge that 
the glory of God is through our deeds belng broadcast. 
Although every Christian who has learned to be a cheer-
ful giver has daily received spiritual bleaatnga, not all 
have experienced them 1n the concrete tol'II ot proaper1t7. 
Yet the Lord doea include temporal bleaa1n&a alao when He 
apeaica, as 1n 916 t t. A parallel or ver•• au in Prov.111 
24,25 applies this reaping to temporal bleaa1nga. The 
claaa1c example or euoh inorea1e 1n pro1perity 1a that o~ 
Colgate. At an earl)l age he learned proportionate g1v1ag., 
1noreaa1ng the percentage W1til when he reached the height 
ot hta money-making power., all waa g1 ven to the Lord. 6 Aa 
h1a liberality expanded, eo did the bleaaing o~ proaper1ty. 
He waa not g1 v1ng only to 1•t aore in return ror b!Jlaelt. 
Kia very action or tinally giving all to Ute Lord •nJ.tea-
ted the true mot1Yea or h1a l1beral1t7. Proaper1t;;, waa a 
6Ptlueger, .§.• .3!!•, pp. 69-71. 
1 .• ..1.n:mc ~e 1 ).t·o .. 1-,,.,. .... 1.· ... _, J; • .., -~ v y • 
be ::.n h~v't -:· _.,, _.~, . .. f ._, f> , • .., ,.. .• 7 -- · ~ es-'l'l'n'f ' 0 ~ c·ont~nt-
-- ... • ... v ... .,. .... · '·' ·" J . J. J .L • • J i .. . - -:, ..... _.._ .... 
... ,.'I'. ,. .. • • .... .. .... . 1., -·- -~ l:o , . r~ ' - n, ' " •'n .... \,,) "" - ~ \ ., - ....., S :1eh CCln-
t c ..nt m.cr~t f<., :; t ,r;-, t h ,1 r 2.1J.1 .=::,.: t1on t h~t t Go" !-JUP1i l 1t~ -311 that 
we lle i•d . .!k J. t i ~ w:20 g .1 vc1s s~cd. th:~ ~ w~ m.1gh t h ~ ~-·~ bread 
end. c•t he:.. t ,Ht19or n.l n,N,dr ( 9 : 10} . From t he Lor~ of creation 
Colik; all i:>l~s e-; :t.ngs of boc! i ly comfort. 
W\ y Lt J.'C Cl'u . ,letia.ns ev~n ble:?scd with f1Mnc i a1 proe -
Per it~r? Po.ul ,. n G~ ere (9; 8,lO)., oo tbat the liberal giver 
mi~t have E.! quiprn.ent for rui~her zcr-v1ce. Th1s 1s wha t 
Colga t e ee.w 111 h :t e bless1ngs--a means .ror g.1 ving more to 
the Lord. I t i s th1a point that i s t o be kept tn mind when 
Sc1•ipture t e lls ue of the blessings which Qod sends upon 
us· G1!'ts u" Ooc1 are to be used b) His children . 
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Uae or QluT01..pice.,~v 1mow1 Paul •a acquaintance with Sto-
1o1aa. Paul takea the word or Greek ph1loaophy and applies 
it to the Chr1st1an view ot lite as independent or c1roum-
1tanoea. But he doee not accept the view or the C,n1ca 1n 
avoidance of socie ty. A. T. Robertson, Word P1oturee 1n tt§_l49 . Teatament (ITew Yorks Harper • Brot&era., 1931)-;-IV, 
8c. F . Kling, "The Second Epistle ot Paul to the Cor-
inthians," A COJ111Mtntar;y .m 1Jlt. eg11 gorlf1aare•., ed11;ed by 
l. P • Lange -c New f ork1 lfflariia orl ner a icma. 1915) , 
VI, 155. 
Tr.0. ~.:iou_,.;~; of l l e e d11f, n lwr..~'~ leflVt:'l', W1 th it the eon-
notat!.o. · ,') ". -...... ..... ~ ·) ·_rr·., . T"" t"' ., s ,., .. ~ te .. •stt'"'~tli"' 1m~11.~... e•-• - •~ - • u ' • • , •, , • - 'I .I. .. ~ :J - ~ \.; Jt D 
f/1:) c:t.? 1 l ~.1 1 r-1 ...... 1 t t 1 r t~ , '-h h"'Pt"-• - "'· ~ ::: _.1. ; 1 v€' r ~:r: o !J.e n Ji"' c "' . , . !'he 1dea 
tl~:i -~· t 1'.: . . ~·"1· ,,. , ··.·31l'"·1 d· "f' Q • ..L vl . ---'• ..J • • · • ; . ,;) 
Lut 8.~{ i;J't~n 1.-1 ~ mantion :tu mt.de ..,r rr.erit ., tb.e n~vet--
earies immediately tranafer the matter troll other re-
wards to i ust lf~- ~ation • .. . . But \forks arut a~tl1~-
t1ons merit, not Justification, but otber remunera-
t:.ons; :::. r.i t r.c ri:: 1-:2.rd for the 'r;orl~a 1n these 99aal)zee t 
•.• 2 Cor. 9i6. He1-te clearly the meaaure of i9- re-
~c.r·d i ~· connc ctec.. w l th the 1r.e~!!.ut'e or the work. 
0bV10UB1J· :; th& I'vW3I'O.S for g1v1ng C~.nnot mean the NW!trd 0~ 
bc:oven, but o:esstngo of anothi,r nature. 
Rew.:,ro <.:omr-: ;:; ~ G such only to the s,.neore. !t 1s not 
the •m -..,ho ;; ~e t end., to deny himself an~ give llberall~,. who 
1s 1-ewaroed (Acts s: :t-10) . Only th~ e1neere are p:ret'erred. 
Ho deed eho~ld be done tor the saka or l'etum 1n kind (Jllark 
l~:30; Matt.10:,2). Thus 1t should not be the intents.on or 
the C11r1at1An g1,•er to expect more 11one1 tor the aone7 g1Y-
en or k1ndnesE for k1ndn~as offered. !he real reward• of 
9see Appenc1.tx E. 
lO" Apology to 
&lotta (St. Loulaa 
221. 
the Augaburg Conte111cn, • Coao;rd1a 1£1.-
Conoordla Publiabinl loUN, i ii), p. 
10 
IOOdneaa are 1n the ep1r1t, th• 1noreaHd oapaolt7 to love. 
The temporal rewards are onl7 1no1dental and onlJ" tor U&e 
Purpose or greater uae tor the Lord. 
s.uch expectation ot only ap1r1tual ble••ina• •• reward 
wae exhibited by a wealthy aan 1n •ew York Clt7, who gan 
•25, ooo tor the erection or a ohureth. Shortq atterwarda 
he loat all hie wealth. A tr.lend approaohed hla one day 
and exclaimed, "Ir onlJ" you had that aone7 7011 gave to the 
church!" 11Ho," the un replied, "tbat $25,000 1a U.e onl7 
money I have really aavedJ 1t 1a the only part ot 117 tor-
tune trom the uae ot which I have bad an7 reward. It I bad 
not given it there, it would have gone with the reat. Aa 
lt 1a, it 1a yielding • a return wh1oh will oeaH to ao-
cwaula te only when the Jme 11 ot tilll ia aounded. And 1n the 
agea or etemity there will be poUNd into ay boaCIII the 
bleaaed conaolat1on that hundred• have bOlled at tile altar 
ereoted with my aoney and have tound their Savior tbere.•11 
Although there 1• reward 1n th1a 111'e., tbe overtone• 
ot verae a1x chapter nine are tbat ot a barnat at wh1oh 
tbe return tor sowing will be reaped at the end ot th• 
world (Jlatt,13139) and the retum--good or bad--wlll be 
beatowed by Chr1at (Gal.6171 Bph.618J Col.3125). The re-
llXret••cbllar, .21?.• .all.•, pp. '190-191. 
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turn &hall be as the aowtng la ( 916) . .. llbo doe• good 
aparingly, shall have a correaponcu.na reocapenae, a part1-
oipat1on, but sparing, 1n th• b1•••1nS• ot Nlfttiaa.12 
So shall be the reward to hill that give• aa a oh114 or 
God--the reaulte ot Chr1at1an giving. 
'l'he bleaa1nga or reward beatowed on the gi"r baa been 
the chief conaidera tion to thi• point. But Paul hint a at 
reaulte on the part or the reo1p1enta also. One ot th••• 
bleaainga 1a the desire to thank God (9111,12). TM natu-
ral cause for thankag1v1.ng would be that needa wen aup~ 
Plied. lfo doubt reo1p1enta aa the Jeruaalea congregation, 
or a1aa1on churches today, charity organ1sat1ona within the 
church sing their thanksgiving• to God tor benevolent g1rta 
or Christiana. 
However, the dOll1nant baa1a tor tbe thankag1v1nga ot 
the recipient 1a their perception or th1a 11Nrality re-
dounding to the glory or God. Vba t would •n1teat the glo-
ry of God more than deapondenc7 obanged to Joy becau• ot 
aid from Christiana. In the ca•• ot the Jeruaal- church 
there waa an added occaalon tor thanka&lvlft& at thia ool-
lect1on. It ahowed the lo,alty ot the Corinthian• to tbe 
Goepel. One can viauallse a1111lar olrowutano•• 1n the 
120 ~h . 1ng, RR• .ill•, p. l:;rr. 
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modern church. What greater proot does a tore1gn aiaalon 
need or others• loyalty to Christ than tb• oonatant tlow 
or support? Ought not this oauae man7 a aong ot pra1ae and 
thanksgi ving to ascend to the throne on high, 
With the songs or thanksgiving go tbe prayer• ot tbe 
saints (9:14). Prayers ot gratitude will ar1 .. , but eyen 
more so, the prayers of tellowship. Verae tourteen aug-
gests that the Jerusalem Chr1st1ana would long atter the 
Corinthians , becauae tbeJ would realise aon olearly their 
status as fellow meabers in the body ot Cbriat. Aa tellow 
membera, daily their pra7era would aaaault the throne ot 
00d tor H1s protection and guidance upon tbe1r benetaotora. 
A chana1ng poem beaut1tully illuatrat•• tbia point, that 
giving brings forth attectioaate prayer 1n the recipient, 
There waa a un who loved to glve • 
Oh, may h1a tribe increase and live! 
While othere aougbt to hoard and N ve, 
The more be bad, the more he gave. 
The m1aera ne'er could \IDderatand 
The secret or hia lavish bandJ 
The more he gave, the more he had -
It made their itching t1ngera aad. 
But yonder near tbe urket place, 
Where lonely orphana 1m .. h1• tace, 
Aroae each night tram eve17 Nd 
A bleaa1ng on the giver'• head.13 
We -Y awa up tbe bl•••inc• ot Chr1at1an giving 1n 
13Ptlueger, op. cit., p. 89. 
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three points: 1) it 1a the tendeno7 ot the riabMCMU to 
PrOduce bleaaedneaa J 2) Clod•• providence •• a aeneral rill.• 
bleaaea the righteous, 3) rlgbteoume11 produoe1 a hundred-
1'old more good :Ln auch thin&• aa bappine•• 1a aloJmeaa and 
Poverty •14 Tbeae are the pr1no1plea ot bl••••cSDe•• • Tbere 
aa7 be included the man1te•tat1on ot bleaalng on tile reo1p-
1ent 1n thanktulneaa and pra1ae. fbe 111portant no~ 1•• 
that bleas1nga or all k111d1 are P11Nl1 troa Cloe!'• graoe. 
On account or th1a the reault• or Christian giving glor11'y 
Ria name. 
14charlea Hodge. An Bxfoa1t1on ot the Second Bfiatle 




One cannot mistake the wealth and prot\Dldit7 ot Paul'• 
aeaaage for Christian giving. A the11a auoh •• tbia doe• 
not do Justice to the tull a1gnU1canoe ot tbeae word•• but 
Just sk1.ms the surface. the principle• and auggeat1ona ot 
the Apostle deserve much more aerloua and conoeatl'8ted 
stUdy . At the eame time the 11Q>11cat1ona o~ his teaoM.ng 
break t'orth into such a d1vere1ty ot app11oat1oaa. How-
ever, th1e work attempted but to acratcb the aurt'ace. and 
1t 1s hoped th1s was aecomplilhed 1n some meaaure. 'l'be 
concluding summary might reveal to a certain extent the 
degN,e in which th1e wa1 done. 
In Paul's entire d1aouee1on ot Cbr1at1an a1v1ng (2 Cor. 
8 and 9), it la quite evident tbat graoe pervade• every ••-
J>ect. The Apoetle begin• and enda with tbe thouabt ot 
&race# speaking t1rat ot the gnce bestowed on tbe Jlaoedon-
1ana ( Bi 1) and ending w1th tbanka tor the unapealrable GUt 
( 9115). Grace 1a related to eve17 J>ba•• 1n aGlle •nner or 
other. God'• favor 1• the caUN ot abr1at1an atvtna, 1t la 
the reaaon £oia it being a 11beral1t7 and a obeertul giving. 
Bven whe~ Paul otters 1111 adld.n1atnt1n adrtoe. he de-
olarea tba t th1a work 11 to th• alo17 ~ lod. 
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As was pointed out, the use of the word "grace" is 
predominantly that of the derived meaning. The loving 
kindness of God whereby His own Son was sent as a propiti-
ation of the world is the chief sense in a few instances. 
However, the bulk of its usage lent itself to view it as 
God's love manifesting itself in the Christian as Christian 
g iving . Its basis is certainly the grace of forgiveness, 
but the a ccent is on the use of that gift in Christian liv-
ing , especially in giving to the Lord. 
The Apostle's emphasis on grace has its implications 
for the modern Christian and his giving. In every matter 
of g iving to the Lord the grace of God must be the focal 
Point. Paul could have figured that the Corinthians knew 
all a bout the grace of Christ; but he took nothing for 
granted. He wanted to impress upon them that even in the 
matter of a collection, it was grace that prompted it. He 
knew the dangers of the flesh, which continually desires to 
place the credit for such things inside of man. Thus he 
accented grace. The need for such an emphasis today is 
undebatable. 
Christian giving is a matter of growth. If it was not, 
it would have been unnecessary for Paul to have written 
this second letter to the Corinthians and to have sent Ti-
tus to complete what had been begun. The Corinthians were 
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babes yet when it came to stewardship; they needed much 
urg ing to grow in that grace of giving. So it was that 
Paul set up goals for them to attain--the characteristics 
of giving as Christians. The fully grown Christian giver 
woulct g ive with great Joy, would give liberally as he was 
able, would desire the fellowship of the saints and the 
greater g lory of Ood. But Paul knew, as does the modern 
Pa stor, that many Christians fall below this standard, and 
the child of God attains only that level of giving that is 
rela tive to his growth in faith and life. Continual train-
ing in Christian giving is a necessity for children of God. 
Another noteworthy side of Paul's consideration is his 
advice on the practical side. Although these matters were 
not by command, as he said, yet underneath these suggestions 
are the g uiding principles for the administration of a stew-
ardship-of-g iving program. The ministry, as they are the 
servants of Christ, ought to be leaders in the guidance of 
congregation giving. This is the first point in executing 
the practical phase. Secondly, in order that there be no 
blame in the handling of funds and that all be done to the 
g lory of God, trustworthy people and a blameless system 
should be chosen. This suggestion of Paul provides for se-
curity against dishonesty and dissatisfied grumbling of 
which the flesh may be the cause. Such a system of admin-
istra tion ought to provide a clear, useful goal, so that the 
77 
the fund s be not misapplied and wasted. Finally, such a 
Progr am of g iving must never be left incomplete, for it may 
cause tragic injury to Christian habits of giving. All 
these suggestions a re made by the Apostle, so that a fi-
nancia l effort among Christians may always be to the glory 
Of God . 
To complement the administration of a program, educa-
tion is a necessity. The principles of Christian giving, 
motives, the g oa ls to strive for, must be presented, taught 
and brought clearly to the people. Paul did this in his 
letter to the Corinthians, and by doing so, offered some 
methods of accomplishing such education. The Apostle im-
pressed upon his people the principles of giving by util-
izing a picture of equality. He wanted all Christians to 
rea lize their duty of using their prosperity to fill the 
wants of the brethren. This concept of equality lends it-
self to instruction of this principle. As an auxiliary 
method of instruction Paul emphasized hie points with ex-
ample and comparisons with other Christian congregations 
where such grace was clearly working. Paul never forgot 
the working of the flesh, so his urgings are continual, as 
education f or Christian giving must ever be. Education is 
important, for it is the avenue of raising the giving of 
Christians to the heights that God has set. 
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The blessing s of Christian giving are not to be for-
gotten. For they provide an atmosphere of Joy and growth 
in that giving . The Christian finds Joy in the knowledge 
that he is helping his fellow Christian. He experiences 
happiness in the realization that by his giving Ood is be-
ing g lorified. The child of Ood obtains a peaceful seren-
ity 1n contentment, knowing that God will supply him with 
all, so that he may give liberally to the Lord. Giving to 
the Lord , he desires to grow in that habit, to work for 
that cause. And the Lord blesses him even the more by giv-
ing him the means whereby he may express his liberality 
more a bundantly . 
The thought of praise and thanksgiving rings through-
out Scriptur e, for great is the God of whom the prophets 
and apostles tell. Praise is not a foreign note to Chris-
tian giving either. It 1s to be expected that wherever 
Christia n people are receiving the benefits of Christian 
liberality, there hymns of thanksgiving rise to the skies. 
For this is the work of the Lord. The student or the Bible 
and of Christian giving cannot miss Paul's note of praise. 
It brings him to his knees in thanksgiving to God tor giv-
ing him such a guide for his life of stewardship. But even 
more so, it points him to that grace. And there he marvels 
and exclaims as Paul did, "Thanks be unto God for His un-
speakable Gift." With this thought permeating the entire 
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subject, this thesis concludes. 
APPENDIX A 
THE UNNAMED BRETHREN OF 2 COR. 8 
Two brethren are mentioned as companions or Titus in 
the mission to aid Corinth in their collection (8:18,22). 
Paul has not identified them and consequently as to who 
they a r e, con j ectures have been made from the earliest time 
until now. Some of the names include: Mark, Luke, Epenetus, 
Trophimus , Silas, Barnabas, Tychicus, and Apollos. The 
second brothe r mentioned in verse twenty-two could be in-
terpr e t ed as the personal brother of Paul, but this is 
ha r d l y considered a good 1nterpretat1on.l 
The earliest assertions favor Luke and Barnabas. A 
few manuscripts add a subscription to Second Corinthians 
which r eads : Ett'a...1i ~rro 1 t ~ t 1trr 1.>v T'1\ .s /V\a..t<£/ov,-.j d/rJ. T.TOu 
~v~ 1< rA..l l\ouK,. 2 This passage is found in a small num-
ber of Eastern manuscripts usually omitting "Barnabas. 11 
The chief maJuscules are those designated as Kand L--both 
ninth century Constantinopolitan manuscripts. Barnabas is 
added in a few minuscules, the chief of which is 205, a 
l A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, l93l),-rv~40:-
2D. E. Nestle, Novum Testamentum Graece (20th edition; 
Stuttgart: Privileg . Wuertt. Bibelanstalt, 1950), p. 478. 
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fourteenth ce ntury copy.3 The Harclean and Boha1r1c ver-
sions a l s o include the Luke subscription.4 These manu-
script s have no authority, but it does show an early tradi-
tion, especia lly for Luke. 
Proba bly the strongest case for any identification is 
tha t f or Lu ke being the first brother mentioned. The 
ground f or this claim is based on the early references of 
this brother 's recommendation (8:18) to Luke, as in the 
Collect f or St. Luke's Day. This prayer begins: "Almighty 
God, who calledst Luke the Physician whose praise is in the 
Gospe l . 11 5 The Roman Catholic Missal includes 2 Cor.8: 
16- 24 as the Epistle Lesson for this day also.6 The idea 
was no doubt derived from Jerome's Judgment on the matter.7 
In a volume explaining the Roman liturgy this passage is 
quoted as that of Jerome's: "He also wrote a Gospel; where-
3rb1a., pp. 15-16, 68. 
4 J. H. Bernard, "The Second Epistle to the Corinthi-
ans, 11 The ExEos1tor•s Greek Testament, edited by W. Robert-
s on Nicoll (London: -Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., 1900), III, 
119. 
5J3ook of Common Pra~er (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippin-
cott &~,"'"1°843), p. 18. 
6oaspar Lefebure, Saint Andrew Daily Missal (St. Paul: 
E . M. Lohman, 1936), pp. 1516-1517. 
7 Jerome, "Letter to Paulinus," A Select Libra~ of Ni-
cene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Chur~,-"edit-
ed b y Schaff and Wace {Secondserles; Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
W. B. Eerdman Publishing Co., 1954), VI, 102. 
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fore the same Paul says of him: We have sent also the 
brothe r whose praise is in the Gospel. 11 8 The fact that 
commenta tors such as Bernarct9 and OoudgelO show that the 
Phrase of 8 :18 --whose praise is in the Oospel--does not 
mean a writte n Gospel, but a preached Gospel does not de-
t ract f rom the early church's conjecture that Luke was the 
first brother . Bernarctll suggests Trophimus as this broth-
er . 
As to the other brother's identity the guesses are 
even more numerous. It was described above on what basis 
Barna bas i s considered . The manuscripts that contain his 
name are much later and quite few 1n nwnber to be author-
itative . Ye t there are some of the early fathers as Chrys-
os tom12 \-Jho suggest it was Barnabas. Calv1nl3 agrees with 
8aueranger, '1T1me after Pentecost, 11 The Li tur~ical 
~ (Westminster, Md. : Newman Press, 191f§T, V, 4 9. 
~ernard, !2J~· cit., p. 88. 
1Dtt. L. Goudge, The Second E~§jtle to the 
(London: Methuen & co:-; Ltd. ,--19' , p. ""'8"4-:--
Corinthians 
11Bernard, .2E.· cit., p. 89. 
12chrysostom, "Homilies on Second Corinthians, " ~ Se-
~ Libra~ of the Nicene and Pos!-Nicene Fathers of the 
Christian Church, edited by P. Schaff (First series; New 
York: Charles Scribner 's Sons ., 1889), XII, 363. 
1 3John Calvin, Commentary on the Epistles of Paul to 
~ Corinthians, trans. by J. Prin~le (Grand Rapids, Mien.: 
W. B. Eerdman Publishing Co., 1948), II, 299. 
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Chrysostom . Plummerl4 discourages this interpretation be-
cause he claims that (r\)\/£,,.,ryos, which is used to describe 
the two associates (8 :19), connotes subordinates and not a 
colleague like Barnabas. Thus the conjecture as to this 
second compa nion of Titus ls even more questionable. A 
few commentators express their pet ideas about these men, 
and especia lly a bout the latter. For example Bernardl5 
guesses Tychicus, while Roberts~nl6 thinks he was either 
Tychicus or Apollos. Whoever he was, Paul sent him on his 
way with 2 fine recommends tion. 
14Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 
on the Second E~istle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (New 
York:- Charles cribnerl"ssons, 19!3'):-i>. 249. 
1~ernard , .£E.· cit., p. 90. 
16Robertson, .2.E.· £.!!., p. 246. 
APPENDIX B 
PAUL' S USE OF WORDJ FOR THE COLLECTION 
It is interesting to note that the Apostle Paul uses 
I seven different words for the collection. Except for ~of'~ 
Which is peculiar to 1 Cor.16:1, they are all found in this 
2 Cor. 8 and 9 section. The other six are: x.rlj, Ke\"wv(or., 
r / c r / >'\ 1 \ / 
d lt1o..~ o v10.., °'"t40T1f5, f.cJ/\oru,.. and At.1TO"fo'""'· It is signifi-
cant that nowhere in Paul are the terms "gold" or .. silver" 
employed in this sense.l This is probably the Apostle's 
attempt at elevating this phase of Christian living above 
the world's conception of a drive for funds. Each of the 
seven words throws a different light on Paul's idea of 
Christian giving. 
/\o0 ,~ as stated above, is found only in 1 Cor.16:1, 
where this very collection is the topic of Paul's discus-
1 > / According to the concordance af')('vf'lOII is found only 
in 1 Cor.3:12 of Paul's writings and !he context is not one 
of Christian giving. >APt"f"" is not used by him. 'Apfvr_ovs 
is in 2 Tim.2:20 where vessels are spoken of as made of 
silver. ~vv--1~,.., is used in the 1 Cor.3:12 passage in like 
manner as above. This word is also in 1 Tim.2:9 where woi 
men are exhorted not to adorn themselves with gold. )(t>"""o.s 
is not found in Paul's epistles, while ~f"1ro~~ is found a-
longside of ;.,p(uro~~ in the 2 Tim.2:20 passage in the same 
context. Alfred Schmoller, Concordantiae Novi Testament! 
Graeci (Tenth edition; Stuttgart: Prlvlleg. Wuertt. Blbel-
anstalt, 1953), pp. 62, 528-529. 
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sion. It is translated by the Vulgate by collects and by 
the RSV with ncontribution. 11 It is derived from~, 
which in i ts earliest use in Homer means "to lay." From 
t his classical writers formed the meaning "to collect." 
Thus it ha s come into the New Testament and is used by 
Pa ul, as that which is l~yed up--a collection. 2 
Reading through these two chapters, quickly the read-
/ 
er wil l notice the frequent employment of tr/f'5. Its fre-
quency is not so astonishing as its employment in reference 
t o a nd its use as the collection. To understand this usage 
/ 
i t will be necessary briefly to trace its meaning . X~,j 
was available to the classical writers from Homer down. It 
i s equiva lent to the Hebrew 7 !!· • 3 
Properly , its basic meaning is: that which affords Joy 
and pleasure. Thus it was used by Homer and the intertest-
amental writers. This could also be the interpretation of 
the word in Eph.4:29 and Col.4:6. The word then took on 
the meaning of loving kindness, favor. Second Corinthians 
8 :4 could be taken thus, as an act of favoring. In regard 
to the favor of God Scripture, and especially Paul, loaded 
/ 
this term. As 'f-..fl.f•J is used in 2 Cor.8:9, it is the kind-
2J. H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Test-
ament (New York: American Book Co., 1889), pp.~3-;--!79. 
3.!£!.£., p. 665. 
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ness of God in showing pity on men by procuring salvation 
f or the m. This 1s the central usage when it is referred 
to God . 4 
However, a derived connotation is also found where the 
word become s a token or proof of grace--a gift of grace, 
a benefaction or bounty . Thus 1t is used of alms in 1 Cor. 
16:3 a nd 2 Cor .8:6, 19 .5 In these instances 'f..fr•5 could be 
subs tituted for the word "collection,n but with the sugges-
t ed signif i ca nce that this giving of money is an outward 
ma nifest a t i on of the inner workings of the kindness of God 
i n the f org iveness of sins. 
Two ot her instances are found in our two chapters 
I 
where 'j...<J.f 'J is used not directly as an explanation of col-
l ection , but somewhat in relation to it. Second Corinthi-
a ns 9 : 8 states clearly the source of earthly blessings. It 
is due to the divine goodness. Thus the Christians having 
thes e blessings by grace may exhibit the grace of Christ in 
them by using these gifts to abound unto more good works. 
~ven closer to the point of the former paragraph is the us-
' age of ~ ,5 in 2 Cor.8: 1. Here it is an obvious explana-
tion that the desire f or Christian giving is the direct con-
4Ibid., p. 666. 
5 Loe. cit. --
sequence of the grace of God. 
K o\vw .... ,~ is another term frequently used, but here by 
Paul it is employed in a unique and significant manner. 
This word in its basic meaning is similar in both classical 
and New Testament Greek. It is derived from the adjective 
/ Ko,vos meaning Sf common 11 --thus be longing to several. Conse-
/ 
quently, the basic meaning of Ko1vw&11ol is the share which 
one has in a ny thing, participation. 6 Script.urea primarily 
utilize this term doctrinally in regard to the Body of 
Christ or the Church. As a result, this fellowship is 
first the sha ring in the Body of Christ (l Cor.10:16; Phil. 
2 : 1 ; Cf . 1 John 1:3) and then the sharing of the blessings 
of this f ellowship with our brethren in that Body of Christ 
(Ga l.2: 9; Phil.1:5; Cf. l John 1:7). It is in this connec-
tion that 2 Cor.8:4 could be interpreted. This "fellowship 
of the ministration" conveys the thought of the many Chris-
tians Htaking part" (RSV) in this collection, working side 
by side with other Christians to fill the wants of the 
saints. 
From the foregoing idea it is simple to discern Paul's 
/ 
purpose i n utilizing Ko'-"'<•h)/.. as a collection. For it 
seems, in at least two cases, the sense of this word 1s 
6 1.£.!E.. , P. 352. 
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tha t of a bene faction jointly contributed as exhibiting an 
embodiment a nd a proof of felloweh1p.7 Thus the RSV can 
I tra n s l ate K 0 1vwv1~ i n 2 Cor. 9: 13 and Rom. 15: 26 as "contri-
bution . " 
The f ourth t e rm used by Paul concerning the collection 
a dd s a nothe r thought to the idea of Christian giving--that 
of s e rvice . / L\. 1o<.1c.ov1-. is of uncertain origin, and perhaps 
had t he ba s i c meaning of executing the command of another. 
Fr om t hi s is then derived the Scripture usage. Paul often 
employed t he term i n describing those who by the command of 
God pr oclaim a nd promote the Gospel among men {2 Cor.4:1; 
3 : 8 , 9 ) . 8 
But i n s peaki ng of the collection for the saints, the 
Apos t le ut i lized this term to express the thought tha t giv-
i ng woul d be a s ervice to their fellow brethren--en exhi-
b i ting of t rue Christian affection in all humility .9 In 
h is firs t l e tter to the Corinthians (16:15) Paul speaks of 
t h is " service to the saints" in general terms. But in the 
second letter he makes this service specific in declaring 
t hat their contributions would be serving their fellow 
7Loc. cit. --
8Ibid ., p. 137. 
9Ib1d ., pp. 137 -138 . 
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Chrlstia ns. I t is interesting to note the different trans-
lations the R .. V gives for J',~~0111~ in our two chapters. In 
2 Cor.9:12 ,13 the tra nslators employ "service," while in 8: 
4 dic:A..,::ot.J1~ is explained as II relief :i for tne saints, and ln 
9:1 11 offering " is used. If Rom.15:31 may be interpreted as 
re f err l ng t o t he collection, then here would be another in-
sta nce o f dlc:,..,,ov,1- employed in this manner. 
AJf~~S is s ignificant not only in the information it 
gives u s on Christian g iving, but for the fact that in our 
pa ssage i s the only time it 1a used in the New Testament. 
( I' / 
It is de rive d f rom the adjective rklfo'), which means thick, 
stout, s trong, rich. Thus it is used in the Septuagint 
(Cf. 2 King s 10 :6). No doubt the noun, as used here, 
brings with it basically the idea of the adjective. Conse-
quently, in the context where Paul makes use of it--2 Cor. 
8:20--the word could be translated by: bountiful collec-
tion, or great liberality.10 The chief thought that is ad-
ded with this term is the Apostle's confidence and exhorta-
tion that this collection be a large one to show the true 
liberality of these Gentile Christians. 
That this collection is a blessing, Paul brought home 
.) \ I 
by employing the word, £cJ"E)r,o,..· This term in Scripture us-
12 Ibid., p. 12. 
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age ha s many different aspects, but Paul uses only a few of 
the shade s of meaning. E~od'"d. has first of all the con-
nota tion of praise. In this sense Paul does not use it 
(Cf. Rev.15 :12f.). Rom.16:18, in the opinion of many, 
g i ves us a r a re usage of the word, where it conveys the 
meaning of polished language used to captivate the hearers. 
Another use is a s an invocation or benediction. Heb.12:17 
t hus employs it, but it is not in the Pauline epistles. 
The Apostle does use it in speaking of a concrete blessing, 
a benefit .11 It is in this sense that 2 Cor.9:5 can be in-
ter pre t ed. For the gift the Corinthians were to g ive is 
J\ / 
cal l e d here f.<Jt\Orla.--a blessing both to the giver and 
.) \ ' the receive r. Notice that the RSV translates £0Aor1~ 
to 
as 
11gift . 11 The f ollowing verse again has the word, although 
i t is used in a slightly different sense. 
The final word which Paul employs--~~\TO->rr·~--is 
derived f rom ~,f~i~~l and ).-{,"J-05, related to ).o...6s. Its 
bas i c meani ng would be 11a public service, 11 where there was 
n o compensation. The Scripture usage makes this a service 
t o God or to the f ellow Christian. Thus Epaphroditus al-
mos t died in his work for Christ, completing the Philippi-
an s ' s ervice to Paul (Phil.2:30). In the instance o f 2 
Cor. 9 :12 this free-will service is in the helping of the 
l1Ib1d., p. 260. 
91 
saints and may be translated, gift or benefaction.12 An 
interest i ng aid i n t he interpretation of this word 1s that 
in the Confessions. In the •1Apology 11 13 Melanchthon discus-
ses the meanin g of the wor d AE,l,..0~1~ as the adversaries 
derived i t a nd then the correc t deriva tion. Second Cor-
inthia ns 9 :12 become s a n e xample for the writer. 
In summi ng up t his s tudy, there i s discovered in each 
of these words a d i f f e rent cha racteristic of this collec-
tion . This effort is f irst of a ll a collecting of funds 
( Xbo' fu.) . But it is more than this, because it exhibits in 
/ 
t he Christia n the loving kindness of God ('j-tf,5 ) • At the 
same time t his work is the manifestation of the fellowship 
/ 
of the s a i nts ( 1,ow..,11,~ ) . Not to be forgotten is the hum-
/ 
b l e serva nt i dea that aocompanies giving ( Oivr.1eo\l1c&.). Al-
though a humb l e a ttitude is necessary, Paul is not expec-
<. (' / 
ting a humble amount, but rather a liberal sum { <X.u1oT'>Js 1 • 
.I 
This giving is to be a free and willing service ( ~,-ro"ff•"- ) 
as i'G sh0\'1S the blessings of God both upon the giver and 
the rece iver (£J~of1~). Quite distinctly St. ?aul provided 
h i s people with a bird's eye view of Christian giving, Just 
i n these seven different terms he utilized. 
1 2 b 6 I id,, P . 37 . 
13Melanchthon, "Apology of the Augsburg Conression," 
Concordia Triglotta {St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1921), pp. 411-413. 
APPENDIX C 
TrTJlXE'Y'n AND lTTfi)(E.IA 
I / 
A s tudy of the word TtTT,JX£uw and its companion m<A,,,p,1,. 
in 8 : 9 w111 doubtlessly aid in the interpretation of the 
passage. The verb is found only in this passage in the New 
Testame nt, a nd the noun finds its way into New Testament 
u sage e lsewhere in Rev.2:9 and verse two prior to the pas-
sage in consideration. 
/ 
However, the adJecti ve TrTwy....o~ 
ut ilized quite frequently.l 
/ 
is 
Al l the se words may be derived from TT"Tw~~ which means 
" to b h it e t oroughly frightened, to cower down. This o.ften 
involve s the idea o~ roving about in wretchedness. Thus 
t hese words denoted beggary in classical Greek, as also 
/ 6 2 l'l"Tl...l)Cos does in Luke 14:12,21; 1 :20,22. 
The Septuag int used the verb Trf"w-,_cJ..., .first for f J.;, --
to be weak, afflicted (Judges 6:6). Proverbs 23:21 also 
uses the verb f or the Hebrew w "'"\ iJ --to be reduced to want. 
I w ~1 in Ps. 33: 11 is translated by Tt"iwy.£uw and has here the 
1Alfred Schmoller, Concordantiae Novi Testament! Orae-
ci (Tenth edition; Stuttgart: Privileg. Wuertt. Bibelan-
stalt, 1953 ), p. 444. 
2 
J. H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Test-
ament (New York: American Book Co., 1889), p. 557.~ 
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mean i ng of be ing in neect. 3 
From this use in the Septuagint we find the moat com-
mon usage in the New Testament, where the words denote ·pov-
erty, need; destitution. Such would be the eense in 2 Cor. 
8 :12. This destitution in most cases refers to lack of 
wealth, but may be used in a broader sens e of destitution 
of pos i t i on, honor or i nfluence (Matt.11:15).4 In this 
relation Matt. :j :3 ma;y be understood. The use of ''poor in 
spirit" i t. changed from a connotation which is derogatory 
and ennobled by Jesus to picture the humble, dependant 
state or the chi l d of God. 
Considering the basic meaning of these words, but es-
pecially the development of its New Testament usage where 
/ 
they become enriched in Gospel thought, the sense ofnrwJEuw 
and rr,-wit,~ in 8: 9 becomes clearer. There is a hint of the 
idea of wretchedness and beggary in the background of the 
passage, for what Christ did on behalf of mankind was to 
make Himself wretched for us. But the word's comparison 
with rr~oJ"O",o) would rather suggest poverty, destitution. 
This is the significance of ~~wxruG. However, as Kling 
points out: 
3Loc. cit. --
4 ~- cit. 
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ThP. word itself has reference neither to the compara-
tive nor to the absolute poverty of Christ during His 
e a rthly life (Matt.8:20), but to the relation which 
the human life He then entered upon bore to the life 
of g lory which He was leaving.5 
The significance of the Lord's setting aside the rich-
ness of d ivine power and majesty for the life of earthly 
service under the Law is .further clarified by the parallel 
pa s s a ge in Phil.2:7. Here the humility of Christ is de-
c la~ed to lea d also to an obedience even unto the cross and 
death f or mankind. The intent of the Apostle in using 
/ I 
11Twx ~uw and Tr'T"W'f.tJ"- is to portray the entire mission of the 
Suffe r i ng Servant for his people. 
5c . F . Kling, "The Second Epistle of Paul to the Cor-
inthians, u A Commentary on the Holy Scrifture, edited by 
J . P. Lange-( New Yorl<: Charles Scribner s Sons, 1915), 
VI, 142. 
APPENDIX D 
INTERPRETATION OF 9:15 
The interpretation of the last verse of chapter nine 
has occa s ioned much debate among commentators. The conten-
tion cente rs upon the word r(°~~~ what it refers to. Some 
thin k i t should mean the gift of Jesus Christ for the re-
dempt i on of mankind. Others say, no, the context of the 
f oreg oi ng points to its signifying the gift of the grace of 
g iving . Both schools of thought have a basis for their in-
t e r pre t a tion. 
To obtain a clearer picture, the word cfwf€.d.
1 
and its 
use should be studied. This word is derived from the verb 
d", lf'4" --to g ive, so its natural meaning would be "gi.ft."1 
There a re a variety of words in the New Testament which are 
translated "gift. 112 The usage of these words may be di-
vi ded into two groups, with only a few instances of over-
lapping . The first group may be characterized as those 
words which refer to a substance, a thing received, often 
times from God. In such a manner are used d?cA.. , J'c/(7'1!>, 
lJ. H Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Tes-
tament (New York: American Book Co., 1889),~.-"Ib1-:--~ 
2Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Bible 
(22nd American edition; New York: Funk & Wagna!Ts Co., 
1936), p. 390. 
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J:;ro~,3 and ~~:9)1-t~. 4 The chief exceptions are found in 
Eph. 4:8 a nd 2:8. The second category or words are used 
a l most exclusively of gifts of God in regard to a power or 
disposition. Here are included /'4Ef'';/"~' 5 dc.liuf.6--the word 
of our text-- d ~f)l4"'-'7'J..df'J ,8 and '7'0<f'~._.9 So definitely, 
we must interpret dw f £ol 1n 9: 15 referring in some manner 
to a g i f t from God which gives children of God power and 
abilities. 
The difficulty lies, however, in whether to consider 
this word as expressing the grace of redemption in Christ, 
or the grace of giving. To aid here, there should be a 
s tudy of the use of J~f€PJ.1 1n the New Testament. There are 
n i ne passages 1n the New Testament other than the one in 
consideration in which this word is employed.lo In four of 
these cases (John 4:10; Acts 2:38; Rom.5:15,17; Heb.6:4) it 
3Thayer, ..2£· cit., p. 155. 
4rb1d . , P. 38. 
5rb1d., p. 400. 
6Ibid., p. 155 . 
7 Ibid . , p. 161. 
8s ee the study in Appendix B. 
9Thayer, ..2£. £!!.., p. 667. 
lOAlfred Schmoller, Concordantiae Novi Testament! Orae-
ci {Tenth edition; Stuttgart: Prlvlleg. Wuertt. Bibelan-
stalt, 1953), p. 136. 
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could be said they refer to the redemption in Christ. For 
example, Rom.5:17: "Much more will those who receive the 
abundance of gra ce and the free gift of righteousness reign 
in life through the one man Jesus Christ 11 (RSV). 
On the other hand , the other five passages (Acts 8:20; 
10:45 ; 11:17; Eph.3:7; 4:7) would convey the thought that 
God ha s given power to do something as a Christian. God 
offe r s His power of special gifts (Acts 10:45), the gift of 
be ing a minister (Eph.3:17), all of which Christ measures 
out (Eph.4: 7 ). It is to be noted that a passage like Acts 
11:17 might be interpreted according to the former manner. 
As far as consistent usage is concerned, cfwt~~' has 
been emp loyed equally one way as the other. Consequently, 
the context must be the chief factor. It is on this basis 
that the commentators who favor cf'wfi~/ as referring to the 
grace of giving take their stand. Calvin, Hodge says,11 
believed "gift" was the good effect anticipated from liber-
a l i ty. Kling12 figured Paul had the gift of redemption in 
llcharles Hodge, An Exposition of the Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians (New York: Hodder &~toughton, 1859), p. ~ -
12c. F. Kling, "The Second Epistle of Paul to the Cor-
inthians," A Commentary on the H3ly Scri,¥tures, edited by J.P. Lange-(New York: ~arles cribner s Sons, 1915), VI, 
158. 
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mind, but pa rtly the gift was the fortW'late result which 
God ha d brought about by means of the collection. However, 
it is Plummer who definitely objects to J~ as signifying 
God ' s g ift in sending His Son. As he says: "A thanksgiving 
f or tha t has only a very far-fetched connection with the 
context. 11 13 
It 1s true that the verses before are directly talking 
about the " liberal distribution" (9:13). However, the 
f ourteenth verse speaks of the Jerusalem brethren praying 
for their benefactors, especially for the grace of God in 
them. Granted, this is the manifestation of the grace of 
Chris t in deeds of love and mercy, but the very thought of 
it would naturally bring to Paul's mind the gift of redemp-
tion, which is the cause of this contribution. The thought 
of Christ as God's gift to men pervades the New Testament 
(John 3:16; Rom.8:32; 2 Cor.8:9; Eph.5:1). 
It is not unusual for Paul suddenly to break into 
phrases of thanksgiving and exclamation when something sug-
gested the marvels of God's wisdom (Rom.11:33), or His 
blessed concern for His children (Rom.1:25; 9:5), or our 
victory over death through Christ (1 Cor.15:57), or His 
13Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exe~etical Commentary 
on the Second E~1stle of St. Paul ~theorlnthians (New 
York: Charles cr1bner's Sons, 19!5):-Ji'. 268. 
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powe r a nd ma jesty (Ga l.l:5; Eph.3:21; 1 Tim.1:17). And as 
we see in Rom.11:33, Paul also availed himself of strong 
terms--~"££ <f eJv; ro,... • 
> r / The use of the adjective «v-£.cali("ITO.S adds to the 
probability tha t this gift refers to God's gift of redemp-
tion i n Jesus Christ in spite of Plummer'sl4 argument to the 
contrary. This descriptive word--used only here in the 
New Testament and the Septuagintl5--can be defined as "un-
speakable, indescribable."16 To Paul the indescribable al-
ways centered in God , especially in His Son's sacrifice. 
The words of 8:9 show that this was in his thoughts during 
this d iscussion of giving. Certainly this exclamation doee 
not s tand completely independent of the foregoing, but takes 
a secondary place to the chief thought of the verse. For 
the Corinthian giving is expected to be the token of their 
fa ith in Christ's forgiveness , and for this salvation--the 
results of which show forth in Christian living--Paul 
1411 It is rash to say that so strong a word could not be 
used by St. Paul of anything lese than Ood's supreme gift in 
sending His Son for man's redemption." Loe • .ill· 
15':rhe word is found, however, in Clement of Rome, ca. 
95 A.D., in his letter to the Corinthians (20:5). J.B. 
Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers, edited by J.B. Harmer 
{London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 1926), p. 16. 
16irhayer, .2E • .ill·, p. 44. 
• 
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breaks forth 1n a characteristic doxology.17 
17commentators as Bernard and Goudge agree with this 
interpretation: J. H. Bernard, "The Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians," The Exfos1tor'.!!_ Greek Testament, edited by 
W. Robertson Nicoll London: Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., 
1900), III, 94. H. L. Goudge, The Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians (London: Methuen & Co., Ltd., 1928), p. go. 
APPENDIX E 
INTERPRETATION OF 9:6b 
The AV translates: "and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully." The RSV is very similar. 
Although this could be the correct translation, it does not 
fully bring out the original. The Greek phrase reads: a 
First to note is the use of lo~o,,~.l Its basic mean-
ing is "blessing." This thought of blessing may imply a 
large amount, bountiful or generous rewards. But there is 
more to it than this. A blessing is primarily a concrete 
thing in this usage, a benefit. 2 It is often used of the 
blessings of Christianity--the Gospel (Rom.12:29) and even 
of the salvation that was to come to Abraham (Oal.3:14). 
) \. / 
However, in Just the verse preceding, £u~o;•~ is used for a 
benefit, that is, a blessing which originates in the grace 
of God and expresses itself in this collectien. 
What possibly guides the interpretation more than any-
thing would be the use of and the case following it. 
lsee Appendix B. 
2J. H. Thayer, A Greek-h'nglish Lexicon of the New Tes-
tament (New York: American Book Co., 1889),~.~o-:--~ 
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E J.Allt'~'~ is locative case. This case connotes a location, 
a point within limits, the limits being determined by the 
context. Hence with this case are the ideas of in, on, at, 
amid, among and with.3 
) I I The g round meaning of a1t\ is 'upon.'' It implies a 
r ea l resting upon and not merely over. There are many dif-
ferent uses of this preposition, but the only safe way of 
) ' interpreting is holding to the root idea of t:r,, and working 
out from there.4 
J / 
Combining these two ideas--the root idea of ~n, and 
the locative case--plus the context, we can obtain the only 
satisfactory explanation.5 Plummer translates it on this 
basis: 11 0n the principles, or on the condition, or for the 
purpose of blessing. 11 6 Cf. Phil.3:9 Thus 
the sowing would not only be bountiful, but on the princi-
ple of blessing, which 1s the motive of giving. And in 
like manner the reaping of blessing would be from the grace 
of God. 
3A. T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament 
.!!!. ~ Light or Historical Research '"(1rfi1rd edit!on; Rew 
York: George H. Doran Co., 1919), p. 520. 
4Ibid . , p . 600. 
5Ibid., p. 258. 
6Alf'red Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 
on the Second E~istle of St. Paul~ the Corinthians (New 
Yer~ Charles cribnerT's Sons, 1915):-i>. 258. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Arndt, William. "Justification, Sanctification and Stew-
ardship 1n Their Aims and Relation to Each Other," 
Concordia Theological Monthly, VIII (February, 1937), 
pp. 98- 111. 
Bernard ., J. H. "The Second Epistle to the Corinthians." 
The Expositor's Greek Testament. III. Edited by W. 
Robertson NicoI'l. London: Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 
1900. 
Book of Common Prayer. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott 
and co., 1843. 
Calvin , John. Commentary on the Epistles of Paul the Apos-
tle to the Corinthian's:" -YY. Translated from~e 
Frencn cyJohn Prln·gie. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William 
B. Eerdman Publishing Co., 1948. 
Chrysostom. "Homilies on Second Corinthians." A Select 
Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the 
Christia~Church. Fir'sr-Series. XII. Edited~y----
Philip Schaff. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1889. 
Complete Works £f.. Josephus. 4 Vols. New York: Bigelow, 
Brown and Co., Inc., n.d. 
Concordia Tr1glotta. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1921. 
Conybeare, w. J., and J. s. Howson. The Life and Epistles 
of St. Paul. II. New York: Charles Scribner and 
Co .-, -1869 . 
Farrar, F. W. The Life and Work of St. Paul. New York: 
E. P. Dutt011and Co::-1886. - -
Filson, Floyd, and James Reid. "The Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians. 11 The Interpreter'.!. Bible. X. Edited by 
George Buttrick. New York: Ab1ngdon-Cokesbury Press, 
1953. 
Findlay, G. G. "St. Paul's First Epistle to the Ccr1nth1-
ans." The Expositor's Greek Testament. II. Edited 
by W. Robertson NicolY. London: Hodder and St~ough-
ton, Ltd., 1900. 
• 
104 
Fritz, John H. C. Church Finances. St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 1922. 
Goudge, H. L. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
London: Methuen and Co., Ltd-=-;- ~8. 
Gue ranger. "Time After Pentecost. 11 The Liturgical Year. 
V. Westminster, Md.: Newman Press., 1949. 
Hodge, Charles. An Exposition of the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians .-New York: Hodderand Stoughton., 1E59:--
Jerome. 1'Letter to Paulinus. 11 A Select Li brag of Nicene 
and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian hurch. 
Second Series. VI. Edit"ed---sy P. Schaff and H. Wace. 
Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdman Publishing 
Co., 1954. 
Kantonen, T. A. 0 The Scriptural and Theological Basis of 
Evan~elism and Stewardship," The Lutheran Quarterly, 
III (August, 1951), pp. 271-277. 
Kling, Christian Friedrich. 11The First Epistle of Paul to 
the Corinthians." A Commentary on the Holy Scripture. 
VI. Edited by John-Peter Lange.--New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1915. 
-----. "The Second Epistle of Paul to the 
A Commentartaon the Holy Scriptures. 
John Peter nge-.-New York: Charles 
1915. 
Corinthians." 
VI. Edited by 
Scribner's Sons, 
Kretzschmar, Karl. The Stewardship Life. St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1929. 
Lefebure, Gaspar. Saint Andrew Daily Missal. St. Paul: 
E. M. Lohman, 1936. 
Lightfoot, J.B. The ARastolic Fathers. Edited by J.B. 
Harmer. London: cm1llan and Co., Ltd., 1926. 
Morgan., O. Campbell. The Corinthian Letters of Paul. New 
York: Fleming H.lievell Co., 1946. --
Nestle, D. Eberhard. Novum Testamentum Oraece. Twentieth 
Edition. Stuttgart: Privileg. Wuertt. Bibelanstalt, 
1950. 
Pflueger., Charles. Sowing and Reaping. Columbus, O.: 
Lutheran Book Concern.,-r§'21. 
105 
Pieper, Francis. Christian Dogmatics. II. St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 1951. 
-----. Christian Dogmatics. 
Publishing House, 1953. 
III. St. Louis: Concordia 
Plummer, Alfred. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on 
the Second Epistle of St:---P'aul to the Corlnthians.---
New York: Charles Scr'Ioner•s Sons-;--t'9!5. 
Robertson, A. T. A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in 
the Light of Hietoricallfeiearch. Third Edition. --
New York: George H. Doran Co., 1919. 
-----. Word Pictures in the New Testament. IV. New York: 
Harper and Brothers,~3T:-' 
Rolston, Holmes. Stewardship in the New Testament Church. 
Richmond, Va.: John Knox-Press, 1946. 
Schlesinger, Alfred C., editor. Livy with an En,11sh Trans-




Concordantiae Novi Testament! Graeci. 
Stuttgart: Pr1v1leg. Wuertt. Bibel-
Thayer, Joseph H. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Tes-
tament. New York: American Book Co.,-r8'897~ ~-
Trimble, Henry Burton. The Christian Motive and Method in 
Stewardship. NashvI!Te, Tenn.i Cokesbury Press, ---
1929. 
Young , Robert. Analytical Concordance to the Bible. 22nd 
American Edition. New York: Funk~nd Wagnalls Co., 
1936. 
